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Chairman’s foreword

I am pleased to present the 2020 GPCA Annual Report 
‘Transitioning into the new reality’. Last year was unique and 
unexpected in many aspects. Marred by the coronavirus 
pandemic, which had an unprecedented humanitarian, social, and 
economic impact, 2020 was a catalyst for the chemical industry’s 
transformation. It also presented innumerable challenges the likes 
and scale of which we have not seen since the global economic 
crisis in 2008.

Even prior to 2020, the chemical sector in the region was 
addressing the regional and global challenges. US-China trade 
war and rise in global protectionism, decline in product prices, 
China’s growing self-sufficiency, and a continued economic 
slowdown, were posing a significant threat to margins and 
profitability. These challenges were accelerated by the global 
pandemic at a pace never seen before. Adding to chemical 
companies’ woes were plunging petrochemical prices, disruptions 
on the Chinese market, travel and export restrictions, as well as 
collapsing demand due to a slowdown in key end-user industries. 
Despite these challenges, the chemical industry proved itself to 
be resilient, essential, and resourceful in the face of adversity, 
particularly as the pandemic called for the supply of agri-nutrients 
and raw materials more than ever before for the food, packaging, 
and healthcare industries. 

Although we experienced significant supply chain disruptions, the 
Arabian Gulf chemical industry stepped up efforts to maintain the 
level of supplies of raw materials for the manufacture of products 
used for patient hygiene, testing and treatment, besides personal 
protective equipment for medical personnel. We also sought to 
ensure the continued manufacturing of essential food packaging 
material. However, at the start of the pandemic, border closures 
in some countries made it difficult for chemical raw materials to 
reach production plants across the world where finished products 
are made. This was against the backdrop of a demand surge 
for products used in the manufacturing of sanitizing products, 
personal protection equipment, and health care devices.

As the voice of the regional chemical industry, at GPCA we had 
to swiftly adapt and react to the new challenges to ensure we 
effectively support our members and safeguard the interests of 
the industry on a regional and global level. We joined calls by the 
International Council of Chemical Associations (ICCA), the trade 
association for the global chemical industry, of which GPCA has 
been a full member since 2012, to sustain global value chains 
and help facilitate trade. We also called for a collaborative global 
response, reduction of tariffs, and the removal of trade barriers 
and bureaucratic hurdles that posed a significant challenge to 

Yousef Al-Benyan
Chairman, GPCA and Vice 
Chairman and CEO, SABIC

the steady supply of chemical and petrochemical products so 
essential to supporting the fight against the virus. 

The pandemic clearly demonstrated that sustainability should 
always be at the top of the strategic priorities of both regional and 
global chemical producers. At the Association level, we continued 
to shine a spotlight on Environment, Health, Safety and Security 
(EHS&S) issues by reporting on the progress made by regional 
chemical producers in the Arabian Gulf. The results of the GPCA 
Responsible Care Performance Metrics Report demonstrated that 
significant improvements had been made in waste reduction and 
emissions control, despite a continuous increase in petrochemical 
production across the region. The new milestone was achieved 
as a result of successful waste reduction projects undertaken by 
chemical companies in the region in line with their commitment to 
sustainability and the circular economy. 

In 2020, GPCA developed the first draft for a Globally Harmonized 
System standard. Once approved, the document will become 
an official technical standard in the GCC region and is expected 
to evolve into a technical regulation in the years to come. We 
continued to support our members in a collaborative, virtual 
setting by providing a platform to exchange knowledge and build 
resilience in order to effectively prepare for the new reality, which is 
right here on our doorstep. 

Going forward, the accelerating global challenges will force 
companies to fundamentally change the way we think about 
growth, innovation, and our operating model. Accelerating 
digitalization, sustainability and circular economy focus from 
investors and regulators, and stakeholders’ capitalism will force 
companies to re-think their strategy and initiate transformation 
programs. 

In line with the theme of this year’s Annual Report, I am confident 
that the regional chemical industry is well prepared to successfully 
transition into the new reality. However, there is no place for 
complacency, as the past year has acutely demonstrated. We 
must remain on a path of continuous improvement, working 
closely with our customers and partners, to create real value, 
advance sustainability and continue to contribute to socio-
economic growth in the region, ensuring that the chemical 
industry serves as an important pillar for prosperity and regional 
development. The time is now to shape the new reality and 
leverage the lessons learned from what will be remembered as the 
year that changed the world.

4   GPCA ANNUAL REPORT 2020



2020 brought some unforeseeable challenges for the GCC 
chemical sector. It decimated prices and petrochemical demand 
in the first two quarters of the year. It saw the closing of major 
ports causing significant supply chain disruptions and led to a 
sharp decline in sales and earnings.

While production was suspended in many regions, GCC 
producers sustained their volumes and were able to keep supply 
routes open. GPCA members continued to supply raw materials 
for the manufacturing of products used in the production of PPE 
and essential food packaging, as well as hygiene, testing and the 
treatment of patients.  

Our members set an example by donating ethanol to produce 
hand sanitizers in hospitals in the region. They also donated 
significant funds to help abate the virus outbreak in China and 
ramped up production despite the shortage of staff on their plants 
to deliver the materials needed to tackle the pandemic.

Without a doubt 2020 will stay in history as the year of great 
challenges when humanity was put to an unimaginable test. The 
COVID-19 pandemic completely changed our reality and took 
away the comforts of our modern-day life. We had to adapt and 
reinvent the way we live and work oftentimes from a distance 
confronting the challenges of remote and digital operations, and 
unable to be with our colleagues. 

Networking

The sudden impact of the pandemic was felt soon after the World 
Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic in March. As 
many countries began to enforce lockdown of varying severity, we 
had no option but to cancel our annual networking events. 

With the postponement of physical events, we launched the 
GPCA Webinar Series, which served as a platform for knowledge 
sharing and keeping pace with the latest industry developments. 
Throughout the year we held 17 successful webinars that were 
watched live or on demand by over 3,200 delegates from 910 
companies in 82 countries globally. The webinars covered 
important topics such as the impact of COVID-19 on trade 
developments and the chemical supply chain; chemical recycling 
and the opportunities it presents for the Arabian Gulf region; 

how the environmental, social, and governance (ESG) framework 
will impact strategy and sustainability considerations for GCC 
chemical producers, and many more. With the majority of 
businesses adopting a work from home policy, and predominantly 
virtual modes of work, delegates enjoyed webinars on the future 
of work and the opportunities to embrace the digital world of 
sales and marketing.

In 2021, we are hopeful to return to physical events and a level 
of normality at least in the second half of the year. Throughout 
this time, the GPCA team has been working tirelessly in the 
background on an important project, and we look forward to 
launching our annual conferences with a re-freshed, new identity, 
as part of a concerted effort to unify and strengthen the GPCA 
brand.

Membership

Despite it being a challenging year, in 2020 we retained the 
majority of our members and continued to attract new companies 
from across the value chain. At GPCA, we put members at 
the heart of everything we do. We strengthened our focus on 
creating value for our members by introducing new activities and 
improving their overall membership experience. We introduced 
a new initiative exclusively for members entitled the ‘GPCA 
Members Dialogue’ to provide a platform for the exchange of 
knowledge and lessons learned, and an opportunity to discuss 
current and future challenges in the new post-COVID reality. 
Part 1 of the series included four sessions held under the theme 
“Leading in the New Reality” organized in collaboration with 
Boston Consulting Group (BCG). 

Our team’s efforts will culminate in a new members portal in 
2021 – as a central, unified point of access for all members and 
their members benefits. We also revamped the GPCA corporate 
website to reflect the latest GPCA activities and industry updates 
and provide an enhanced, seamless experience for visitors 
and members alike. With GPCA’s new website, our reach grew 
tremendously helping us to access more parts of the world and 
shine a spotlight on the Arabian Gulf chemical industry and the 
socio-economic value it creates for the region.

Message from the 
Secretary General 

Dr. Abdulwahab 
Al-Sadoun
Secretary General, GPCA
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Thought leadership

Throughout the year we continued to support our members with 
exclusive thought leadership and analysis on key industry topics. 
We published the first of its kind report in the region on ‘The Role 
of Agri-Nutrients in Food Security’ which was highly commended 
and welcomed by regulators in the GCC.

A white paper on the COVID-19 pandemic provided timely 
insight on the chemical industry’s impact at a time when reliable 
information was much needed by regional producers to help 
them make informed decisions. 

We released a new report entitled ‘Accelerating Organizational 
Performance in the Arabian Gulf Petrochemical Industry’ and 
developed in conjunction with global consultancy firm Heidrick 
& Struggles. The report is a diagnostic-based study that 
provides a precise ‘Acceleration Profile’ of each participating 
chemical company on the assessment of 13 ‘Drive Factors’ of 
organizational performance.

In another industry first we produced a comprehensive study 
on the potential for developing a specialty chemicals industry 
in the GCC. The report highlights the GCC specialty chemicals 
market, the global landscape, and the challenges associated with 
creating a globally competitive specialty chemical industry in the 
GCC.

Our monthly digital newsletter Insight Express arrived with a new 
look and feel in 2020. As part of the newsletter, we published 
over 50 thought leadership articles throughout the year, all of 
which can be accessed on the GPCA website.

Advocacy

Our advocacy work was more important than ever in this 
turbulent year and continued to go from strength to strength. 
We worked closely with regional regulators in the areas of 
international trade, standards and regulations to advance health, 
safety, and sustainability in the GCC region. 

In January 2020, we hosted a regulators roundtable in Abu Dhabi 
in partnership with Borouge entitled ‘Government and Chemical 
Industry Collaboration: Harmonized Chemical Management 
in GCC’; this was the fifth event held as part of a regional 
roundtable series over the last two years. 

In what will be a key achievement of 2021, we developed the 
first draft for a Globally Harmonized System standard which 
is currently under the review of the Gulf Standardization 
Organization. Once approved, the document will become an 
official technical standard in the GCC region and evolve into a 
technical regulation in the years to come.

We also published the 8th Responsible Care® Performance 
Metrics report, which showcased a remarkable accomplishment 
of zero fatalities at member companies and significant 
improvements in waste and emissions reduction. 

With the onset of lockdowns across the region, the Gulf SQAS 
Sub Committee did a fantastic job in providing assessment 
support during regional lockdowns on site visits to Logistics 
Service Providers (LSPs). 

As part of our commitment to promote best environmental 
practices, safe working conditions and enhancing sustainability 
within the GCC polymer supply chains, GPCA introduced to the 
Arabian Gulf region Operation Clean Sweep, a global initiative to 
reduce plastic pellet, flake and powder loss to the environment. 
The initiative is practiced in more than 60 countries and 
thousands of manufacturing and transportation facilities around 
the world.

In February 2020 we held the 8th edition of GPCA’s Waste 
Free Environment (WFE) Campaign in Dubai Festival City Mall. 
Residents and families of all ages in the Emirate of Dubai learned 
about the benefits of plastic recycling and the role that individuals 
can play in contributing to a more sustainable future at a free 
community outreach event.

We continued to support our youth by introducing the first of its 
kind, exclusive Leaders of Tomorrow Alumni Network, on the 
occasion of World Youth Skills day, 15 July. Shortly after the 
launch of the LoT network, we launched a virtual mentorship 
program for Leaders of Tomorrow alumni through a series of 
structured and impactful interactive discussions. The program 
was piloted on 17 September 2020.

Future outlook

At GPCA, we remain committed to providing value for our 
members, forging meaningful partnerships and supporting the 
regional chemical community through our advocacy, networking 
and thought leadership work.

In 2021, we expect an improvement across chemicals 
production, sales revenue and trade. We remain cautiously 
optimistic about the future, and stress on the importance of 
preparing and adapting for the new reality. Without a doubt, the 
trends that were already high on the chemical industry’s agenda 
will accelerate in the short term as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. These include sustainability and the circular economy, 
carbon neutrality and digitalization, the energy transition and the 
shift towards green and blue hydrogen as part of the region’s 
long-term strategy, among others. Chemical companies would 
need to prepare for a future that looks radically different to any 
other era before. As the pandemic proved time and again, the 
chemical industry has a powerful role to play in shaping and 
innovating for brighter days to come. 
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The Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association (GPCA) 
represents the downstream hydrocarbon industry in the Arabian 
Gulf. Established in 2006, the association voices the common 
interests of more than 250 member companies from the chemical 
and allied industries, accounting for over 95% of chemical output 
in the Gulf region. The industry makes up the second largest 
manufacturing sector in the region, producing up to USD 108 
billion worth of products a year.

The association supports the sustainable growth of the regional 
petrochemical and chemical industry through advocacy, 

To support the growth and sustainable development of the petrochemical and chemical industry in the Arabian Gulf in partnership with 
our members and other stakeholders.

Plastics Committee

Fertilizer Committee

Supply Chain Committee

International Trade Committee

Research and Innovation 
Committee

Responsible Care Committee

networking and thought leadership initiatives that help member 
companies to connect, share and advance knowledge, contribute 
to international dialogue, and become prime influencers in shaping 
the future of the global petrochemicals industry. 

Committed to providing a regional platform for stakeholders from 
across the industry, GPCA manages six working committees – 
Plastics, Supply Chain, Fertilizers, International Trade, Research 
and Innovation and Responsible Care – and organizes six world-
class events each year. The association also publishes regular 
newsletters and reports.

GPCA’S THREE STRATEGIC PILLARS

PROFILE

MISSION

MISSION, OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY

WORKING COMMITTEES

MEMBERS / STAKEHOLDERS REACH

About GPCA
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Ahmed Omar 
Abdulla

CEO, Borouge, UAE

Dr. Ramesh 
Ramachandran

CEO, EQUATE, 
Kuwait

Abdulaziz 
Judaimi

SVP, Downstream,  
Saudi Aramco, 
Saudi Arabia

Eng. Saleh 
Bahamdan

CEO, SIPCHEM,
Saudi Arabia

Outgoing Board Members in 2020

Thank you to the GPCA’s outgoing Board Members in 2020 for their valuable contribution and support to the association, which has 
helped to elevate GPCA’s position in the region and globally and deliver continued value to our members.

Yousef Al-Benyan

Chairman, GPCA and 
Vice Chairman and 
CEO, SABIC, 
Saudi Arabia

Muna Al Mehairi

CEO, Fertil, 
UAE

Dr. Mohammed 
Al Qahtani

SVP, Downstream,  
Saudi Aramco, 
Saudi Arabia

Abdulrahman  
Al-Suwaidi

CEO, QAFCO, 
Qatar

Mutlaq Al-Azmi

CEO, PIC, Kuwait

Dr. Abdulrahman 
Jawahery

Vice Chairman, GPCA 
and President, GPIC, 
Bahrain

Mutlaq Al-Morished

CEO, Tasnee, 
Saudi Arabia

Abdel Hadi   
Al Suhaimi

Executive President, 
Saudi Chevron Philips, 
Saudi Arabia

Ahmed Saleh   
Al Jahdhami

CEO, Downstream, 
OQ, Oman

Dr. Mohamed  
Al Mulla

Treasurer, GPCA 
and Vice Chairman 
and CEO, 
QAPCO, Qatar

Naser Aldousari

CEO, EQUATE, Kuwait

Hazeem 
Al Suwaidi

CEO, Borouge, 
UAE

Jamal Malaikah

President and COO, 
Natpet, 
Saudi Arabia

Eng. Abdullah 
Saif Al-Saadoon

CEO, SIPCHEM,
Saudi Arabia

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Board of Directors
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Membership

At GPCA we have been working in the background to create 
more value for our members, enhance their membership 
experience even further, and support the regional chemical 
community by fostering collaboration and knowledge exchange. 
As the COVID-19 pandemic placed the world in a completely 
new context, chemical leaders had to swiftly adapt to this new 
reality and invent new ways of working effectively. The growing 
uncertainty created a need to explore new ways of working and 
engaging in a collaborative setting, sharing knowledge and lessons 
with your peers but also looking towards the future and what’s to 
come. This was a key driver for GPCA member activities in 2020. 

GPCA Members Dialogue 
To enable knowledge sharing among our members, we launched 
the ‘GPCA Members Dialogue’, a series of interactive sessions 
exclusive to senior leaders at GPCA member companies. The first 
part of the series was held under the theme “Leading in the New 
Reality” in partnership with global consulting firm BCG. These 
exclusive members-only sessions were designed to bring forward 
relevant and timely topics and materials in the context of the post 
COVID environment, focusing on tangible recommendations and 
next steps that leaders and CEOs can bring to their business. 
The sessions were delivered through interactive facilitated panel 
discussions to members of GPCA and supplemented by relevant 
materials and key takeaways post sessions. The topics covered 
during the sessions focused on four strategic pillars in chemical 
leaders’ road to recovery: 

• COVID-19 impact: How to lead in a crisis
• People priorities for the new reality
• Recovery profiles shaping the future landscape
• Leveraging technology post-crisis: The compass to guide new 

growth

New members portal 
We developed a new members portal as a central, unified point 
of access for all members and their members benefits. The new 
portal, due to launch in 2021, will include enhanced networking 
features for members, allowing senior executives to engage in 
one-on-one conversations with professionals at leading global 
and regional firms. GPCA members will also benefit from exclusive 
profiling on the GPCA members’ directory on the portal and have 
the ability to post company success stories and achievements in 
the member zone. The portal will further allow members to stay 
up to date with the latest initiatives and programs by GPCA’s 
Committees and learn about the impact they create for the 
industry and the communities in which they operate across the 
region.

Website revamp 
The GPCA corporate website has had a brand-new revamp aimed 
at highlighting the association’s vibrant branding and provide a 
more streamlined, interactive and user-friendly experience. Some 
of the key enhancements of the website include an all new and 
refreshed design; as well as an extensive e-library of industry 
insights, publications, and regular articles on the latest industry 
trends. We’ve also introduced a new feature allowing visitors to 
browse thought leadership content per topic. All of these changes 
have resulted in an improved and upgraded user experience. As 
a result of ongoing work to raise the industry’s profile globally, 
GPCA’s new website has achieved an astounding ranking, 
overtaking, for the first time, global peer trade associations 
which represent the chemical industry. What this means is that 
our website is more optimized and visible than ever to a global 
audience, shining a spotlight on the Arabian Gulf region and the 
latest advancements in the chemical industry to a global audience. 

4
Sessions

86
Attendees

13
Speakers

29
Companies
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NEW MEMBERS IN 2020

MEMBERSHIP BREAKDOWN PER REGION

Company name Country

AKPA Kimya Turkey

Emerson FZE Dubai

Ministry of Investment KSA

Mitsui & Co. Deutschland GmbH Germany

MJ Additive International Industry (SENTEC) LLC UAE

Neelam Aqua & Speciality Chem FZE RAK

Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP KSA

Precision Group UAE

America 13

Europe 31

UAE 71

KSA 52

Qatar 9

Asia 14

Oman 6

Iran 3

Bahrain 2

Kuwait 6
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When we ended 2019, growth prospects across much of the 
world were weak on the back of rising geopolitical tensions, trade 
challenges and slower growth in several key industries. At the start 
of 2020, alongside what was an already fragile economy, the world 
was faced with the COVID-19 pandemic, which brought economic 
growth deceleration not seen since the global financial crisis. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has led to income deterioration, 
decreasing demand, and growth setbacks for the GCC chemical 
industry as well. The last 12 months were far from easy for 
Arabian Gulf producers who were forced to operate at decreased 
production levels with severe shortage of manpower and 
unprecedented supply chain disruptions. Ongoing challenges led 
to unexpected project delays, readjustment of capital expenditure 
and redefining companies’ strategic priorities. 

Nevertheless, regional players remained committed to continue 
operations, advancing their sustainability agenda, eliminating 
inefficiencies, and reinventing themselves to grow their global 
competitiveness. 

Unprecedented challenges during 2020

COVID-19 introduced unprecedented challenges to the chemical 
industry and took other existing, well-known areas of concern to 
another level, creating a renewed sense of urgency for chemical 
players to adapt and evolve in the new reality. In the GCC, chemical 
producers were impacted from every direction: operational, 
financial, logistical, and trading.

2020 year in review: State of 
the GCC chemical industry

Crisis management
The COVID-19 outbreak forced companies to explore how they can survive while looking after their 
employees, brand reputation, finance, supply chain and logistics

Employee well-being
Companies had to maintain employee well-being while continuing operations and production of 
essential products 

Demand slowdown

Slowdown in key end-user industries had a negative impact on petrochemicals demand

Supply chain disruption
Closing of major ports in China caused supply chain disruptions for producers who have major 
trade with China

Shipping cost increase
Ocean rates increased three to six times compared to the market average prior to the COVID-19 
outbreak 

Prices decline

Prices for key petrochemicals fell to their lowest since the 2008 financial crisis

Profitability challenge
With declining petrochemical prices, GCC chemical producers found it difficult to maintain revenue 
generation and high margins
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GCC chemical industry performance during 2020

Output growth: Despite facing significant supply chain disruptions, 
the GCC chemical industry stepped up efforts to safeguard the 
supply of raw materials for the manufacture of products used to 
enable the hygiene, testing and treatment of patients affected by 
coronavirus, alongside personal protective equipment for medical 
staff, as well as ensuring the continued manufacturing of essential 
food packaging material. The overall chemicals output in the GCC 
grew by 1.5% in 2020, lower than the historic average.

Revenue growth: Although the GCC chemical revenue and 
profitability was already challenged in 2019, ahead of recent 
headwinds, 2020 brought further price deterioration driven by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, declining oil prices, and gloomy outlook. 
GCC chemical producers such as basic, intermediate chemicals, 
and commodity polymers suppliers found it particularly difficult to 
deal with these deteriorating market conditions. 

GCC chemical sales revenue declined by 18.7% in 2019 and are 
estimated to have declined further by 20-24% in 2020, reaching 
around USD 52 billion. During both years, revenue is trending 
below the pre-pandemic average of about USD 80 billion of annual 
sales between 2011-2019.

Capacity utilization: The global downstream industry has seen 
dramatic shifts in fundamental supply and demand trends over the 
past decades. Thanks to securing key supply markets globally, 
and the optimization of supply chains towards greater productivity, 
the GCC chemical industry’s capacity utilization stabilized at 93% 
during 2018 and 2020. This is in line with the 10-year average and 
is above the global benchmark of 78.6% in 2020.

Trade growth: In 2020 as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and economic recession, global trade across many industries 
experienced an even stronger impact than in the previous year. On 
a global level this is set to be the most influential period for trade 
since World War II. GCC chemical export volume is estimated to 
have declined by 15%-20% in 2020 and reached 66-70 million tons 
due to significant demand disruptions in chemical supply markets 
as a result of COVID.

2020 chemical output 
growth slowed down to

2020 operational rates 
were stable at

2020 revenue took the 
hardest hit of

2020 exports took the 
hardest hit of

but remained positive in line with long term 
average

1.5% 93%-20%
to

-24%
-15%

to

-20%
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Capital projects adjustments in the GCC 

The collapse in oil and petrochemical prices together with 
dramatically changed market dynamics, have reduced the cash 
flows of major chemical producers in the GCC. This makes it more 
difficult for GCC chemical companies to move forward with their 
expansion plans. We witnessed several flagship projects being 
delayed or reconsidered during 2020, including projects in Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Qatar and Kuwait. There are also projects which are 
still on track without known changes. 

One of the major announcements was the reassessment of an 
important crude-to-chemicals (COTC) project in Saudi Arabia 
by Saudi Aramco and SABIC. Experts believe that the project 
is expected to go ahead although with some configuration 
adjustments. Similar delays and re-evaluations are known to be 
happening with Al Zour Petrochemicals Complex in Kuwait, Duqm 
Petrochemicals Project in Oman, and Ras Laffan Petrochemicals 
Complex in Qatar.

Shifting agenda in the GCC chemical industry

Circular economy: In Saudi Arabia, SABIC announced its 
TRUCIRCLE initiative in early 2020 to help close the loop on plastic 
recycling. Similar developments took place in Kuwait with EQUATE 
starting production of a new food grade PET which uses chemically 
recycled PET as feedstock. In the UAE, ADNOC launched a carbon 
capture expansion program during 2020. 

Renewable energy: GCC chemical producers are increasingly 
rethinking the supply of their energy needs and turning towards 
renewable energy sources. As renewable energy is getting more 
competitive, chemical companies are demonstrating greater interest 

in this form of renewable electricity source, especially in the GCC 
region. Some of the largest companies such as SABIC, ADNOC, 
and OQ already announced their renewable energy agenda. 
This renewables drive will be pivotal for the industry’s green 
transformation. 

Projects announced in 2020 include SABIC’s target to produce 
4GW of clean energy by 2025 and 13GW by 2030 which will 
provide electricity to its plants and sites in Saudi Arabia. SABIC 
also plans a transformation of its operations in Yanbu by providing 
electricity generated by its Yanbu solar power plant. In the UAE, 
ADNOC has announced plans to double its renewable energy 
portfolio in the next 10 years. Similarly, in Oman, OQ has pledged 
to develop a portfolio of renewable energy projects including solar, 
wind power, green water and others. Qatar’s Qatar Petroleum 
(QP) is also involved in a solar power plant development through 
its JV with Qatar Electricity and Water Company, Siraj Energy. 

Energy transition: Green hydrogen produced by using 
renewable energy sources (wind or solar) is gaining attraction 
in the GCC region thanks to its strong potential to provide clean 
power for manufacturing. During the past year we saw the rise 
of announcements within green hydrogen and green hydrogen-
based ammonia segments in the GCC. These projects are 
important as green hydrogen has been widely presented as the 
key step towards decarbonization. Meanwhile, in Saudi Arabia 
Saudi Aramco and SABIC have made the first shipment to Japan 
of environmentally friendly blue ammonia produced from natural 
gas in the kingdom during 2020. 

For GCC producers, green hydrogen is becoming part of a long-
term strategy for a potential future when hydrogen becomes a 
dominant fuel source in the energy complex.  

Project Country Status

KIPIC - Al Zour Petrochemicals Complex (PRIZe), Aromatics 2, Olefins 3 Kuwait Final decision delayed
DRPIC - Duqm Petrochemicals Project (DPP) Oman On hold, project under re-evaluation
QP and Chevron Phillips - Ras Laffan Petrochemicals Complex Qatar Final decision delayed
SATORP - Jubail Petrochemicals Plant (AMIRAL) Saudi Arabia Still on track without changes
Ma'aden - Phosphate Fertilizers Plant 3 (Phosphate 3) Saudi Arabia Still on track
SABIC and Aramco - Crude to Chemicals Plant (COTC) Saudi Arabia On hold, project under re-evaluation
Advanced Polyolefins Company - Petrochemical Plant Saudi Arabia Still on track without changes
Borouge - Borouge 4 UAE Still on track without changes

Note: Includes mega projects only and future projects in the GCC. Does not include projects under construction
Source: GPCA research, 2020
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Digitalization: With the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic 
at the beginning of 2020, the digital transformation has been 
accelerating even faster. For the GCC chemical industry, shocks 
related to product and service demand, supply chain disruption, 
as well as changes in workforce and customer interactions, have 
emphasized the need for a digital transformation. The pandemic 
made digitalization a critical asset. Data is the new fuel for the 
chemical industry and digitalization is its competitive advantage. 

Industry restructuring: The Arabian Gulf chemical industry 
continued its consolidation drive into 2020 accelerated by the 
dramatic economic challenges caused by the pandemic. In June 
2020, Saudi Aramco completed its acquisition of a 70% stake in 
SABIC in its quest to expand downstream. 

SABIC too continued its consolidation drive and in November 
it sold its agri nutrient business to its subsidiary SAFCO, which 
was recently transformed into ‘SABIC Agri-Nutrients Company’ 
as a special purpose venture. The company further established 
a specialties business unit as a separate standalone business 
owned by SABIC. The consolidation trend continued in Saudi 
Arabia over the last 12 months, with the commencement of 
discussions between Saudi Industrial Investment Group (SIIG) and 
National Petrochemical Co (Petrochem) about a possible merger. 
In Qatar, we saw upstream companies embark on a downstream 

diversification drive earlier in 2020 QP acquired 25% share in 
QAFCO, later that year Industries Qatar, where QP holds 51% 
share, repurchased QP’s stake in QAFCO and took full control of 
the organization. In a similar effort to strengthen its downstream 
business, QP embarked on the integration of chemical distributor 
Muntajat into the business during 2020.

Final thoughts 

Chemical companies in the Arabian Gulf and globally saw one 
of the most challenging years in recent history and the road to 
recovery may be difficult and long. At the same time, the economic 
and health crisis that shook the world in 2020 demonstrated 
more than ever before the importance of the chemical industry 
and its products, many of which are used to tackle the virus. 
The COVID-19 pandemic only accelerated some of the major 
trends which were already a top priority on the chemical 
industry’s agenda, including circular economy, decarbonization, 
sustainability, and consolidation. Throughout 2020 we saw 
a number of developments by GCC chemical producers to 
strengthen their ambitions on these fronts. By following the right 
strategies and learning from the past year, companies will be able 
to adapt to the new normal and emerge from the crisis stronger 
than before.
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GPCA year in review

The coronavirus pandemic impacted many aspects of our life, 
and the physical delivery of our events and conferences – a 
major GPCA member benefit – were no exception. Despite these 
unexpected challenges and being unable to hold physical events, 
we continued to offer our members and partners an opportunity 
to connect – albeit virtually – and share knowledge and insights on 
important industry subjects.

In May 2020 we launched a successful new initiative – the GPCA 
Webinar Series – which proved hugely successful with members 
and non-members alike, attracting over 3,200 delegates in less 
than a year. We concluded 2020 with 17 successful webinars 
facilitated by 62 expert speakers which focused on the most 
pressing challenges faced by the industry currently. 

The webinars facilitated strong leadership dialogue and allowed 
attendees to embrace the new norm of virtual knowledge exchange 
and achieve the following objectives:

Adapt to evolve. Addressing the new reality that impacted 
demand, profit margins, affordability, sustainability and the growth 
paradigm.

Learn and network. Formulated to encompass the three pillars of 
GPCA – thought leadership, advocacy and networking, the webinar 
series aimed to facilitate strong dialogue.

Examine and forecast. Stay up to date with the most recent 
policy and reforms and plan for the future amid uncertainty.

Connect with the industry. Exclusive access to key industry 
opinions, and high-quality network of like-minded chemicals 
executives.

3,224
Participants

910
Companies

82
Countries

62
Facilitators

25
Hours of 

knowledge sharing

Webinar Series

GPCA webinar series in numbers
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TRADE-RELATED 
DEVELOPMENTS AND 
MEASURES AFFECTING 
CHEMICALS IN THE CONTEXT 
OF THE COVID-19 CRISIS

Trade-related developments and measures affecting 
chemicals in the context of the COVID-19 crisis
13 May 2020  | Facilitated by Charles Julien, Counsel, 
White & Case LLP

To address the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
governments adopted a number of exceptional trade and trade-
related measures. While most of these measures concerned 
medical supplies and food, others had a broader scope and impact 
on trade in chemicals. The webinar provided a brief introduction 
of trade forecasts according to World Trade Organization (WTO) 
economists. It presented the most common forms of trade-related 
measures adopted by governments at the time of the coronavirus 
outbreak and reminded delegates about the obligations of 
governments under WTO rules. By attending the webinar delegates 
learned about the means available to the industry to oppose trade-
restrictive measures.   

COVID-19’S IMPACT ON 
CHEMICAL SUPPLY 
CHAINS: HOW TO 
EMERGE STRONGER

COVID-19’s impact on chemical supply chains: 
How to emerge stronger
19 May 2020 | Facilitated by Arun Bruce, Managing Director and 
Partner; Marcin Jedrzejewski, Managing Director and Partner; 
Benjamin Wahl, Principal; and Mayank Saxena, Project Leader at 
Boston Consulting Group (BCG)

COVID-19 created an unprecedented impact on supply chains 
across the world. The chemical supply chain was no different 
and was deeply impacted both by the supply shock, making it 
challenging to access materials and services at the right time and 
fair cost, and the demand shock on the other hand, which created 
a reduced need for end-products. The first reaction in any crisis 
is to secure supplies. However, the companies that emerged 
stronger, moved beyond supply security, and deployed multiple 
levers to drive value. These levers ranged from aggressive cost 
reduction, deeper supplier collaboration, to structural de-risking 
of the supply chain, digitizing operations, and vertical integration. 
In many ways, this was an ideal opportunity for procurement and 
supply chain leaders to greatly enhance the value-addition to their 
firms. This webinar facilitated by BCG provided more insights 
on how to deal effectively with the impact from the COVID-19 
pandemic and emerge stronger as a result.

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON 
THE PETROCHEMICALS 
INDUSTRY

Impact of COVID-19 on the petrochemicals industry
17 June 2020 | Facilitated by Theo Jan Simons, Partner; Divy Malik, 
Associate Partner; and Ruchin Jain, Associate Partner, McKinsey & 
Company

The COVID-19 pandemic had a direct and indirect effect on 
all businesses including the petrochemical industry. Near-term 
demand impact was highly differentiated across sectors, with 
accelerating demand in packaging, but overall down and down 
sharply in automotive. The impact on supply due to COVID-19 
was generally limited, but the impact on demand was reflected 
in utilization rates. More broadly, it also shaped and accelerated 
some structural changes globally, such as the use of digital and 
advanced analytics tools, and a shift in global supply chains, 
among others. This webinar provided an overview of the impact of 
COVID-19 on petrochemicals, including a medium-term outlook on 
utilization rates, change in the industry value pool, and long-term 
implications of the crisis on industry players.

MASTERCLASS - 
CHEMICAL RECYCLING: 
A NOVEL OPPORTUNITY 
FOR THE GCC 
PLASTICS INDUSTRY

Masterclass – Chemical recycling: A novel 
opportunity for the GCC plastics industry
23 June 2020 | Masterclass participants: Dr. Mark Morgan, 
Renewables and Specialty Chemicals, IHS Markit; Dr. Norbert 
Niessner, Director Global R&D/IP, INEOS Styrolution; Dr. Udo 
Huenger, Vice President – Middle East, BASF; and John Payne, 
Group Category Purchasing Director, Berry Global

With global plastics demand expected to triple by 2050, the 
industry is making strides towards a circular model which offers 
gains in both economic and environmental value. To aid this 
movement, several brand owners are making considerable efforts 
to increase its use of recycled content to 25% and recyclable 
plastic packaging to 100% by 2025. Although this is a tremendous 
opportunity, mechanical recycling comes with its own set of 
challenges to help the industry achieve these commitments. 
Transformational technologies also known as chemical recycling 
could help to seize the opportunity.

This webinar shed light on the status of chemical recycling 
globally, successful pilot projects and the technologies adopted, 
and examined its economic feasibility and the value it can bring 
to the GCC plastics industry. It further delved into an engaging 
conversation with global leaders from the plastics value chain 
to share updates on solutions and opportunities poised by this 
innovative set of technologies.
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Environmental

Social

Governance 

STRATEGY AND 
SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH 
THE ESG FRAMEWORK

Strategy and sustainability through the ESG 
framework
7 July 2020 | Facilitated by Richard Verity, Partner, McKinsey & 
Company; Matt Stone, Partner, McKinsey & Company; and Jane 
Valls, Executive Director, GCC Board Directors Institute

Investors, governments, consumers, employees, and other 
stakeholders are paying increasing attention to environmental, 
social, and governance (ESG) issues. Over USD 30 trillion is 
managed through ESG investing strategies, and there is ample 
evidence that the value-at-stake from ESG in terms of revenue 
growth, cost reductions, employee productivity, “win-win” policy 
outcomes, and balance sheet resilience is substantial. The 
petrochemical industry is at the center of many ESG trends. Far-
sighted leaders embed ESG and sustainability into their overall 
strategy, unlocking competitive advantage and value as a result.

THE FUTURE OF WORK: 
COVID-19’S IMPACT AND 
BEYOND IN THE CHEMICAL 
INDUSTRY

The future of work: COVID-19’s impact and beyond 
in the chemical industry
14 July 2020 | Facilitated by Nadim Haddad, Partner, Oliver Wyman; 
Rob Thissen, Principal, Mercer; and Kursat Tayfur, Principal, Mercer

Many sectors have been influenced by COVID-19 and the GCC 
petrochemical industry has not been spared. The industry has 
seen demand for certain products drop and cost containment 
measures have become a top priority for management teams, 
including assessments of people costs. However, while crises force 
companies to shift their focus towards more tactical topics and 
short-term impact, they also tend to accelerate change, particularly 
in terms of the adoption of technology. 

This sets the scene for well-managed companies with mature 
HR practices to use the current downturn as an opportunity to 
positively impact their employees’ engagement, as well as prepare 
themselves for the future of work. In this webinar, Mercer and Oliver 
Wyman discussed the short-term implications of COVID-19 and 
how companies can pivot towards a more strategic, future focused 
view by re-organizing their HR activities and priorities.

ADAPTING TO A NEW 
REALITY: EMBRACING 
THE DIGITAL WORLD 
OF SALES AND 
MARKETING

Adapting to a new reality: Embracing the digital 
world of sales and marketing
22 July 2020 | Facilitated by Eduardo Neto, Managing Director 
– Energy Lead Middle East; Dr. Bernd Elser, Managing Director – 
Global Chemicals Lead; Matt Strawn, Managing Director – Digital 
Transformation; and Paul Bjacek, Resources Research Lead at 
Accenture

COVID-19 established a new normal for interacting with customers 
– and disrupted many of the traditional go-to-market channels 
such as physical visits by sales representatives, key account 
managers, etc., making “build back better” a focal point going 
forward. This requires maintaining the “goodness” demonstrated 
during COVID-19, re-establishing pre-COVID-19 good practices, 
but also addressing weaknesses in the customer interaction. This 
webinar highlighted the shift in digital interactions in customers, 
the effectiveness of new business models with a focus on sales 
and marketing, how leaders can convert adversity into a leading 
opportunity and key steps to prepare for recovery and the new 
normal.

MIDDLE EAST 
PETROCHEMICALS 
COMPETITIVENESS IN 
LOW CRUDE OIL PRICE 
ENVIRONMENT

Middle East petrochemicals competitiveness in low 
crude oil price environment
5 August 2020 | Facilitated by Chuck Venezia, SVP, Global 
Petrochemicals, Argus Media, and Muhamad Fadhil, VP, Business 
Development, Petrochemicals, Argus Media

The COVID-19 pandemic created significant financial pressure 
on the petrochemical industry, threatening the growth ambitions 
of Middle East and global producers. Oil demand collapsed as 
COVID-19 continued to spread and the long-term impact on 
downstream petrochemicals remained uncertain. Middle East and 
global energy firms continued to adjust to lower capex, receding 
margins and high costs, against a difficult backdrop of the 
pandemic. During this webinar, Argus Media discussed Middle East 
petrochemical competitiveness in low crude oil price environment. 
It shed light on regional cracker feedstocks; downstream 
demand; the capital investment climate; the competitiveness of 
the petrochemical industry; and hydrogen as an emerging energy 
source.
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THE IMPACT OF CHINA’S 
RISING SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
ON THE GCC 
PETROCHEMICALS 
INDUSTRY

The impact of China’s rising self-sufficiency on the 
GCC petrochemicals industry
12 August 2020 | Facilitated by John Richardson, Senior 
Consultant, ICIS, and Will Beacham, Deputy Editor, ICIS Chemical 
Business

Petrochemical producers in the GCC region have long benefited 
from booming Chinese demand but the coronavirus pandemic 
significantly disrupted demand growth for 2020. That was the “old 
normal”. The coronavirus pandemic resulted in 2020 in demand 
growth way short of expectations as compared to before the crisis 
began. Growth started to recover very strongly thanks to China 
quickly getting on top of its outbreak. But that still left lost demand 
for all the petrochemicals and polymers that China imports for 
re-export as finished goods. China’s export markets look set to 
remain depressed into 2021 because of the global scale of the 
pandemic.

A further challenge was a likely major re-ordering of trade flows as 
geopolitics pulled China closer to the Middle East and to Southeast 
Asia and further away from the US. The question on everyone’s 
mind at the time was: ‘With China further seeking petrochemicals 
self-sufficiency, will its current depressed export market push 
this ambition further into the future?’ During this webinar, ICIS 
examined the data and analysis behind all these challenges. 
They also discussed how chemical companies could adapt their 
business models to cope with the China New Normal.

COVID-19 AND THE FERTILIZERS 
INDUSTRY: REVIEW OF RECENT 
IMPACTS AND PROJECTIONS 
FOR 2020-2021

COVID-19 and the fertilizer industry: Review of 
recent impacts and projections for 2020-2021
26 August 2020 | Facilitated by Alberto Persona, Principal Analyst; 
Elfi Middelbeek, Senior Urea Analyst; Yuya Pan, Senior Sulphur 
Analyst; and Georgy Eliseev, Principal Ammonia Analyst, Fertecon, 
IHS Markit Agribusiness

The world has changed since late January 2020 with the novel 
coronavirus causing disruption and many economies opting for 
previously unthinkable solutions. Agricultural markets – including 
the fertilizer industry – were broadly exempted from the restrictions, 
acknowledging their essential role in delivering nutrition to the 
world during this time. Overall, agriculture remained strong over the 
course of the first half of 2020 – keeping fertilizer demand stable and 
avoiding price collapse. At the same time supply remained sufficient 
to meet growing demand and avoiding a price spike.

With many economists arguing about the shape of the recovery and 
undecided between “U” and “V”, IHS Markit opted for a different 
angle, and suggested that “?” is a very likely scenario instead when 
looking at fertilizer markets, still however generating big opportunities 
for those willing to seek them. This webinar presented in partnership 
with IHS Markit reviewed the impact of COVID-19 on fertilizer 
markets to date. It delved into the mechanisms that led to the said 
impact and suggested likely paths from there onwards and through 
to the end of 2021.

PPE AND THE 
PETROCHEMICALS INDUSTRY: 
RECENT DEMAND SURGE AND 
FUTURE OUTLOOK

PPE and the petrochemicals industry: Recent 
demand surge and future outlook
8 September 2020 | Facilitated by Aparajth Balan, Director, 
Chemicals and Material Practice, Frost & Sullivan, Middle East 
and North Africa; Sanjiv Bhaskar, Vice-President and Global Head 
of PPE; Frost & Sullivan; and Dr. Brian Balmer, Industry Director, 
Chemicals and Polymers, Frost & Sullivan

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the vulnerability of the global 
PPE industry that is heavily dependent on outsourced supply 
chain. The global supply chain came under tremendous pressure 
to meet the unprecedented demand for PPE from the healthcare 
industry. To add to it, the industry struggled to obtain a steady 
supply of critical raw materials to fulfil this demand. How would this 
pandemic change the PPE industry’s approach to different end-
user industries? How would PPE manufacturing companies seize 
this tremendous growth opportunity? Would the petrochemical 
industry be able to fulfil this demand, or would it be required to 
tweak its approach? This webinar facilitated by Frost & Sullivan 
strived to answer these critical questions and more.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT 
OF COVID-19 ON THE GCC 
COUNTRIES

Socio-economic impact of COVID-19 on the GCC 
countries
15 September 2020 | Facilitated by Malik Selemankhel, Senior 
Research Associate; Emre Hatipoglu, Research Fellow, and David 
Havrlant, Research Fellow at King Abdullah Petroleum Studies and 
Research Center (KAPSARC)

The pandemic touched almost every aspect of human life from 
social norms to economic activities. Labor markets and the future 
of work were critical areas impacted by the pandemic. While the 
short-term outlook with these challenges looked bleak, the crisis 
came with an opportunity for the GCC region to make major long 
needed labor market reforms.

The dramatic slowdown of global economic activity due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic caused significant disruptions within the 
global economy. In an effort to understand what this means for the 
petrochemical industry, GPCA, King Abdullah Petroleum Studies 
and Research Center (KAPSARC) and Sinopec conducted a joint 
webinar to explore the future of the industry through Sino-Saudi 
collaboration. The webinar included two sessions, with the first 
exploring the industry’s outlook amid global uncertainties, and the 
second discussing the prospects of the Sino-Saudi cooperation 
in the petrochemical sector. Participating speakers came from 
different companies including KAPSARC, GPCA, Sinopec, China 
Petroleum and Chemical Industry Federation (CPCIF) and China 
National Petroleum and Chemical Planning Institute.
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VALUE CHAIN 
COLLABORATION: A 
PRESSING NEED FOR THE 
PLASTICS INDUSTRY

Value chain collaboration: A pressing need for the 
plastics industry
29 September 2020 | Webinar participants: Roberto Ribeiro, 
Managing Director, Asterisk Advisors, Bharath Yalla, Managing 
Director, Reifenhauser MEA; Waseem Jeenah, Senior R&D Manager, 
Sustainability MENA, Unilever; Amandeep Singh Bedi, Head of 
Packaging Circular Economy Solutions, Borouge, and Mohamed 
Azougagh, Business and Offtake Manager, Africa, Turkey, Middle 
East and Indian Subcontinent, LyondellBasell

The plastics value chain involves multiple stakeholders, each 
performing vital functions across most of the business sectors 
globally and regionally. With innovation being at the heart of the 
petrochemical and chemical industry, the introduction of new 
technologies and trends across various groups drove economic 
growth and creation of jobs as the industry transitioned towards a 
circular economy. Consumers today are vigilant as they are directly 
confronted with real and urgent sustainability challenges and the 
opportunities that lie ahead. A joint spirit of collaboration among 
all stakeholders in the plastics value chain plays an essential role 
in driving efficiency and helps to attain the objective of producing 
sustainable plastic resources. This webinar engaged value 
chain partners from across the plastics industry to address the 
importance of value chain collaboration and effective ways through 
which to foster such collaboration. 

MASTERING THE BALANCING 
ACT OF PROFITABILITY AND 
SUSTAINABILITY: A SPECIAL 
FOCUS ON R&I

Mastering the balancing act of profitability and 
sustainability: A special focus on R&I
26 October 2020 | Facilitated by Dr. Hatem Belfadhel, Technology 
Management Lead, OTC Project Executive, SABIC; Zayd Alathari, 
Partner, Head – Intellectual Property, Norton Rose Fulbright; Manuel 
Asali, Vice President, Nexant Energy and Chemicals Advisory; and 
Oliver Gawad, Senior Director, KPMG

The chemical industry is at the heart of many global value chains 
and plays a vital role in the global drive towards sustainability. 
While the GCC has faced twin shocks of plunging oil prices and 
reduced demand due to the pandemic, regional chemical and 
petrochemical companies are finding it extremely challenging to 
decide on the right investments to generate fruitful returns. To 
survive and thrive in the post-pandemic world, sound economic 
decisions and adoption of sustainable strategies will undoubtedly 
play a crucial role to attain long-term goals that ensure value 
creation and maximize profitability. To be able to achieve this, the 
evolving task of research and innovation, including intellectual 
property management, will play a vital role in the transition to 
new business models and acceleration towards a profitable and 
sustainable future.

This webinar explored this issue from different angles by taking a 
deep dive into current trends and the future business outlook for 
the GCC chemical industry, and by discussing the role of research 
and innovation as well as intellectual property in the transition to a 
new business model.

DIGITAL R&D – 
THE LAB OF THE FUTURE

Digital R&D – The lab of the future
11 November 2020 | Facilitated by Dr. Bernd Elser, Managing 
Director – Global Chemicals Lead; Michael Ulbrich, Managing 
Director – Accenture Strategy, Chemicals and Natural Resources; 
Claus Friedl, Principal Director Industry X Robotics Lead; and Adnan 
Al-Mahmood, IT and Knowledge Manager, GPIC, and Member of 
the GPCA Research and Innovation Committee

The chemical industry has a strong track record of innovation. It is 
responsible for many breakthroughs that have enabled the modern 
lifestyle, improved environmental performance and created high 
value jobs. However, it is becoming more and more challenging to 
extract breakthrough innovations from R&D investments. Digital 
technologies in R&D can enable a 20% to 40% improvement 
in key R&D performance indicators such as time-to-market or 
labor efficiency. More importantly, they are enabling a radical 
transformation of business models and enabling organizations to 
extract untapped potential and value.

This webinar discussed how a comprehensive digital R&D 
transformation can help to extract more insights through data 
analytics, improve productivity, customer and employee experience 
as well as decision-making at early stages of the R&D process that 
can save millions of dollars.

THE TALE OF TWO TRANSITIONS 
ON THE FUTURE OF 
PETROCHEMICALS

The tale of two transitions on the future of 
petrochemicals
25 November 2020 | Facilitated by Guy Bailey, Head of Applications 
and Intermediates, Alan Gelder, VP Refining, Chemicals and Oil 
Markets – Downstream Global SME, and Matt Chadwick, VP 
Petrochemicals, Wood Mackenzie

The energy transition means that the future of oil is now inextricably 
linked to petrochemicals. Standalone oil refineries that focus solely 
on fuel are becoming increasingly outdated and the preferred 
strategy of many refiners is now to focus on integrated refining-
petrochemical sites. As the energy transition takes hold, this is now 
seen as a strategic imperative.

While the energy transition seeks to change the way that we power 
the world, we must also look to the bottom of the chain to change 
the way we produce and use materials.

At current growth rates, by 2050, materials usage is set to double 
and waste generation will increase by 70%. This unsustainable 
burden on the planet means it’s time for a materials transition with 
the global scale and ambition of the energy transition. What does 
the materials transition mean for the plastics value chain? How 
much demand could be displaced? What could this mean for 
global oil demand, and the petrochemical feedstock sector? And 
how could it affect refiners’ current focus on integration? All these 
critical questions and many more were answered in this webinar 
which delved into the energy and materials transitions, sharing 
unique insight from Wood Mackenzie’s experts.
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GPCA continued to publish thought provoking reports and articles 
on important industry subjects throughout the year. In line with its 
mission to support its members and advance the development 
of the downstream hydrocarbon industry in the Arabian Gulf, the 
association explored pressing topics such as the opportunity for 
developing a specialty chemicals industry in the GCC; the impact 
of COVID-19 on the global and regional chemical industry; and 
the role of agri-nutrients in advancing food security. A special 

COVID and Chemicals | GPCA insights on how 
COVID-19 is impacting the chemical industry

Like the chemical industry globally, the GCC petrochemical 
sector felt the strain from the COVID-19 pandemic in the form of 
plunging petrochemical prices, disruptions on the Chinese market, 
travel and export restrictions, as well as collapsing demand due 
to a slowdown in key end-user industries. On the positive side, 
demand for products used in the manufacturing of sanitizing 
products, personal protection, and health care remained upbeat 
and the production of fertilizers was not impacted. At the height 
of the pandemic, GPCA developed a white paper to provide the 
latest updates on the impact of COVID-19 on the regional and 
global chemical industry. This timely and informative white paper 
offered exclusive analysis into the impact on chemicals supply and 
demand, petrochemical feedstock and prices, the dual shock from 
COVID-19 and the oil price collapse, as well as the implications on 
the region’s supply chain and international trade. The paper further 
highlighted opportunities for recovery in a post-COVID period and 
provided recommendations for GCC chemical producers. At a time 
when the industry’s supply chain was being significantly disrupted 
by port closures, the white paper highlighted just how significant 
this disruption was to the regional chemical industry. According to 
the paper, the pandemic revealed flaws in the supply chain that 
the chemical industry has relied upon for decades. This, it said, 
presents an invaluable opportunity to address existing weaknesses 
and transform the region’s supply chain. 

Accelerating Organizational Performance in the 
Arabian Gulf Petrochemical Industry

Developed in conjunction with global consultancy firm Heidrick 
& Struggles, the report is a diagnostic-based study that provides 
a precise ‘Acceleration Profile’ of each participating chemical 
company based on the assessment of 13 ‘Drive Factors’ 
of organizational performance. It captures each employee’s 
perception of their organization as well as their own personal 
experience within the company. The study also aims to capture 
the level of Diversity and Inclusion (D&I) within each organization 
to understand where the broader regional chemical industry 
stands in its effort to drive D&I regionally. With the study results, 
the organizations gain insight on how they compare to peers 
across the globe to help further accelerate their performance. 
GPCA conducted the study in 2020 in conjunction with Heidrick & 
Struggles to gain current insights on organizational performance in 
the petrochemical industry in the Arabian Gulf. Member companies 
participating in the study include: SABIC, TASNEE, Farabi, GPIC, 
Advanced Petrochemical Company, Fertil, QAFCO, Sipchem, and 
Petro Rabigh.

GPCA reports and white papers 

study was conducted with GPCA member companies to define 
their ‘Acceleration Profile’ based on the assessment of 13 ‘Drive 
Factors’ of organizational performance. GPCA’s latest reports and 
studies are exclusively available to its members. A wealth of articles 
are published regularly in Insight Express, GPCA’s monthly digital 
newsletter, which highlight specific trends and topics impacting 
the GCC chemical value chain. Articles are available to read at any 
time on the GPCA website. 
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Unlocking the Potential of a Specialty Chemicals 
Industry in the GCC

The evolution of the GCC chemical industry over the past decades 
has been a success story with growth rates exceeding that of GDP, 
making it an attractive market for investors. The diversification 
drive, the manufacturing industry’s development in the GCC region, 
and the high export potential, are all creating an opportunity to 
develop a dynamic specialty chemicals industry for the region. This 
report highlights the global specialty chemicals industry landscape, 
the GCC specialty chemicals market, the potential of developing 
specialty chemicals in the region, and the challenges associated 
with creating a globally competitive specialty chemical industry in 
the GCC. It describes in great length the key drivers and enablers 
for “unlocking” the potential of a GCC speciality chemicals market. 
It further suggests seven different development routes that would 
allow a steady diversification of commodity producers to specialty 
chemicals: technology acquisition, R&D development, acquisitions 
of specialty chemical companies, JVs with specialties producers, 
industrial cluster developments, mindset change to service 
orientation, and greater support from the government. In its last 
chapter, it outlines the challenges in developing a competitive GCC 
specialty industry and offers a way forward to overcome these 
barriers and unleash the significant potential of this rapidly growing 
market.

Role of Agri-Nutrients in Food Security

The GCC agri-nutrients industry plays a vital role in enabling 
global food security. In fact, the role of the regional industry is so 
important on a global scale that it supports the food supply of 
5% of the world’s population, or 350 million people across the 
world. This figure marks the rising importance of agri-nutrients in 
enhancing global food security in a rapidly changing world, where 
we will need to produce 70% to 100% more food by 2050 to feed 
our growing population. 

To highlight the role of agri-nutrients in regional and global food 
security, GPCA published the first of its kind report which offers 
a unique glimpse into the state of the industry and the latest 
advancements to help meet rising global demand. The report 
provides a comprehensive overview of agri-nutrients’ role in 
food security on a global and regional level and addresses key 
future trends in food security. It highlights the challenges and 
opportunities in the GCC to achieve sustainable food production 
and identifies the areas in which the GCC agri-nutrient sector 
plays an important role. As a large producer of agri-nutrients, an 
important supplier of agri-nutrients to the world, and through its 
role in supporting the increase in food production among others, 
the GCC region is an important player on the market and major 
contributor to meeting the world’s demand for sustainable food 
production. The report discusses the current status of food security 
in the GCC and outlines opportunities to achieve food security in 
the region through developing domestic agriculture and the supply 
of agri-nutrients on the market.
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Insight Express

In 2020, GPCA launched its monthly digital newsletter, Insight 
Express, with a brand-new look all aimed at streamlining the 
content presented within and allowing subscribers from the region 
and the world to stay up to date with the latest developments 
and activities at GPCA, its member companies and other global 
chemical producers. 

The publication features regular market analysis from some of the 
world’s leading consultancy firms and exclusive interviews with 
C-level executives from regional chemical organizations. 

Some of the key topics covered in 2020 revolved around plastics 
recycling and sustainability, carbon efficiency, technologies enabling 
the industry transformation, the energy transition, impact of end 
user industries on petrochemicals demand, circular economy and 
many more. The topic of COVID-19 and the repercussions for 
regional producers was on top of chemical executives’ mind, as a 
number of thought leadership pieces explored the impact on the 
GCC’s chemical supply chains, exports to China and Asia, as well 
as the impact on companies’ long-term strategies. In total as many 
as 50 thought leadership articles were published in 2020, all of 
which are available to read on the GPCA website.

Thank you to our knowledge partners
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Alumni network 

On the occasion of World Youth Skills day, 15 July, GPCA launched 
an exclusive Leaders of Tomorrow Alumni network. The virtual 
group served as a platform for knowledge sharing, networking and 
collaboration among members of the various cohorts of the GPCA 
Leaders of Tomorrow program since its launch in 2016. The aim 
was to build a community and a strong network of future industry 
leaders that will serve as a key pillar for the future and growth 
of the GCC petrochemical and chemical industry. Through this 
group, GPCA aimed to strengthen the ties between the Leaders 
of Tomorrow alumni and leading petrochemical companies in the 
region. 

Mentorship program 

Shortly after the launch of the LoT network, GPCA introduced 
a virtual mentorship program for Leaders of Tomorrow alumni 
through a series of structured and impactful interactive discussions. 
The program was piloted on 17 September 2020 with Niam Sinno, 
former Associate Client Partner at Korn Ferry, mentoring the 
Leaders of Tomorrow participants during the following month.

Ms. Sinno has had a strong relationship with the Leaders of 
Tomorrow program as a returning speaker. She is a leadership and 
public policy scientist with a talent for collaboration and a passion 
for excellence, aspiring to help leaders sharpen both their internal 
and external lenses. With her deep expertise in a broad range of 
areas such as organization design, performance management, and 
leadership development among others, GPCA’s LoT alumni have 
had a great opportunity to learn from her.

Students enjoyed the opportunity to not only gain practical 
knowledge from the mentorship program through various 
interactive educational tools, but also by being given the freedom 
to choose the topic on which they would like to be mentored. Out 
of three interview related topics, the alumni selected ‘The top 10 
things interviewers are looking for’.

Initiatives highlights  

Despite the many challenges facing GPCA’s initiatives in the region, 
chief among which were the lack of in-person events which form 
the backbone of many of the association’s advocacy activities, 
GPCA continued to support its members and work closely with 
its partners in the areas of talent development, environmental 
sustainability, developing regional regulations and standards 
and supporting manufacturing companies and logistics service 
providers in their journey towards excellence. 

2020 marked the introduction of a new sustainability initiative in 
the Arabian Gulf region by GPCA – Operation Clean Sweep®, 
which continues to gain momentum, engaging players from 
across the plastic value chain in the region. It also saw significant 

improvements in the area of health, safety, security and 
environmental performance at GPCA manufacturing member 
companies, and the continuous commitment from the industry’s 
LSP partners to adhere to global best practices and transparency. 
Despite the lack of in-person meetings and events from the second 
quarter of 2020, the GPCA chemical industry community stayed 
connected via virtual meetings with the help of technology, and 
forming online groups, exchanging valuable information, lessons 
learnt, and advice which helped to keep our members equipped 
with the knowledge they need to face the challenges arising from 
the pandemic. The following pages contain key highlights in 2020 
and illustrate GPCA’s advocacy efforts in key industry areas. 

Leaders of Tomorrow 

The Leaders of Tomorrow (LoT) program is an initiative launched by 
GPCA with the support of its members aimed at building local human 
capital in the Arabian Gulf region.

“The Rapid Fire round where Ms. 
Sinno answered our questions was 
really interesting and engaging. Great 
insights, tips, remarks, and articles 
were shared with us on the GPCA 
Leaders of Tomorrow alumni group 
over the past month. Big thanks to 
GPCA for facilitating this initiative.”
Mohammed Al-Buainain, Operation Engineer Intern, 
Saudi Aramco | Member of the GPCA Leaders of Tomorrow 
Alumni Network

Watch the video
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Waste Free Environment 

In February 2020 residents and families of all ages in the Emirate of Dubai 
learned about the benefits of plastic recycling and the role that individuals 
can play in contributing to a more sustainable future at a free community 
outreach event in Dubai Festival City Mall as part of the 8th edition of GPCA’s 
Waste Free Environment (WFE) Campaign. 

What was new in 2020?

Aimed at raising awareness about responsible resource 
consumption and the benefits of practicing the 3Rs – Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle, the event attracted visitors of all ages at an 
awareness kiosk in the mall who enjoyed a wide range of activities, 
including working with local artisans to produce handicraft from 
used plastics, received branded giveaways and the chance to win 
a special prize in a competition by disposing of their unwanted 
plastic at a reverse vending machine, organized by Bee’ah, the 
campaign’s sustainability partner.

During the week-long activities, GPCA hosted a series of school 
visits filled with education, entertainment, competitions and 
giveaways to Gems Wellington Primary School, Cambridge 
International School, Kent College and Our Own High School Al 
Warqa’a in Dubai from 9-12 February, with over 1,000 students 
taking part in the campaign.

Waste Free Environment (WFE) is an annual environmental and 
educational initiative that falls under GPCA’s broader advocacy 
pillar. Starting as a beach clean-up initiative, the campaign has 
evolved into a global sustainability movement, attracting over 
23,000 participants in 29 cities, 18 countries and three continents 
in 2019 alone.

More sustainable 
approach for 
giveaways, 
reusing and 
eliminating 
pintables 

4 

schools  

Inclusion of 
new activities at 
the community 

events: recycling 
games and 
photobooth

1 community 
awareness event 

4,000+ 
attendees, double 

from 2019

School roadshow at:

• GEMS Wellington Primary 
School

• Cambridge International School
• Kent College
• Our Own High School   

Al Warqa’a

Community awareness event: 

• Dubai Festival City Mall

Thank you to our sponsors
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Operation Clean Sweep® 

One of the most significant milestones for GPCA and its member 
companies’ journey towards sustainability in 2020 was the adoption of a new 
initiative ‘Operation Clean Sweep® (OCS) by GPCA on the occasion of World 
Cleanup Day, 18 September. 

The initiative is aimed at improving sustainability and best 
environmental practices at plastic manufacturing and logistics 
operations in the GCC. Since its introduction in the region, the 
initiative has gained significant momentum in the Arabian Gulf by 
attracting a number of new members from across the value chain, 
including petrochemical producing companies, logistics service 
providers, and the conversion sector. 

Practiced in over 60 countries and thousands of plants around the 
world, Operation Clean Sweep (OCS) arrives in the region for the 
first time to enable good housekeeping and pellet containment 
practices at plastic resin handling operations. The global initiative 
is aimed at ultimately achieving zero pellet, flake, and powder loss 
and contributing to global efforts by plastic producers today to 
protect the environment and minimize their environmental footprint. 
The initiative is of great significance for the region, as Arabian Gulf 
plastic producers manufacture 32.3 million metric tons of polymers 
annually. Pellet, flake, and powder loss is a growing problem, which 
can have an economic and business cost in the tune of USD 1.5 
billion every year excluding environmental and reputational damage 
among local communities.

OCS is a product stewardship program of the American Chemistry 
Council’s Plastics Division and Plastics Industry Association in 
the US. It is aligned with GPCA’s commitment to the Declaration 
of the Global Plastics Associations for Solutions on Marine Litter, 
specifically focusing on area #6 – “to address marine litter at the 
source through plastic pellet containment”.

“This national gain of first-of-its-kind 
certification recognizes Sadara’s 
enduring commitment to sustainability 
and environmental protection 
in its operations regionally and 
internationally. It also results in an 
increase in the company’s operational 
efficiency due to the reduction of 
waste in production processes.”
Dr. Faisal Al-Faqeer, CEO, Sadara

GPCA members which adopted OCS in 2020

Adopted in 2020
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Responsible Care®

Throughout its first decade, the Responsible Care® journey in the Arabian Gulf 
region built a legacy of outstanding performance and a platform for member 
companies to openly share their metrics, success stories and lessons learnt 
through the Performance Metrics report, an annual publication. 

In its 8th edition, the report included information from 38 
participating companies with 836 data entries in total. Among a raft 
of improvements showcased by GPCA members in terms of waste 
and emissions reduction, a remarkable accomplishment in the 
current year’s report was zero fatalities at member organizations. 
This significant milestone is the outcome of the robust measures 
applied by GPCA members under the Responsible Care® program 
to safeguard the welfare of their employees and ensure a safe 
working environment.

Responsible Care® extended to contractors 

The Responsible Care® program is designed to advance the 
health, safety, security, and environmental performance not just 
at chemical producers but throughout the industry’s value chain 
through the principles of transparency, collaboration and strong 
commitment to best practices and regulations. In the Arabian Gulf, 
the success of the Responsible Care® program has been built 
upon ensuring that the benefits of the initiative extend beyond the 
fence. This represents a key objective which the Responsible Care 
Committee continues to pursue every year by introducing new 
initiatives and projects. 

In 2020 GPCA announced the establishment of a new task force 
aimed at improving the safety of contractors on site. The new 
initiative further aimed to harmonize the standards related to 
contractor safety across GPCA member companies and extend 
the Responsible Care® program to contractors. The task force is 
planning to execute a number of key projects throughout 2021 to 
achieve its set objectives.

Gulf SQAS 

The outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic at the start of 2020 
created significant challenges for logistics service providers in the 
Arabian Gulf. As the regional association spearheading the Gulf 
SQAS initiative in the region, GPCA took swift action to support 
its members by issuing guidelines and provided ongoing support 
to companies in the GCC in relation to the implementation of 
the program and compliance with rapidly changing policies and 
regulations. With the onset of lockdowns in the region, GPCA 
issued a memo with recommendations to all of its stakeholders to 
avoid enforcing any physical site visits to logistics service providers 
(LSPs). Ensuring that assessments were still conducted, although 
virtually, was of paramount significance to adhering to Gulf SQAS 
and maintaining high health, safety, security and environmental 
performance at LSPs. To replace physical assessments, GPCA 
created a COVID-19 self-assessment questionnaire, agreed 
between manufacturers and LSPs, which included practical 
ways to reduce the risk of spreading the virus. The questionnaire 
was a tool for manufacturers to communicate with their LSPs 
and measure their preparedness for the pandemic across their 
operations. In addition to this, the sub-committee suspended all 
Gulf SQAS assessments until 30 September 2020 and expired 
certificates were renewed until assessments were allowed to 
resume.  

Brand reinvigoration 

GPCA and the Gulf SQAS sub-committee undertook an intensive 
refresh of the Gulf SQAS brand, launching a fresh, new website 
that is more user friendly and communicates the many benefits and 
updates related to the program to a variety of stakeholders. The 
team also developed a new promotional video of the program that 
is available on the website.

*In tons of CO2e

Responsible Care® Performance Metrics Report: Key highlights

Non-hazardous waste 
decreased in 2019 by 29% 
YoY, despite 2% increase in 
production

NOx emissions dropped by 
35% from 2013-2019

SOx emissions dropped 
by 39% compared to the 
six-year average from 2013 
to 2018

GHG emissions* increased 
by 1.7% in 2019 due to 
higher production rates 

CO2 dropped 
by 23% overall 
from 2013-2019

0 fatalities 
recorded, 
despite an 
increase of 23% 
in man-hours 
worked

51% drop 
in the Total 
Recordable 
Incident Rate 
(TRIR)
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Government and Chemical Industry Collaboration: 
Harmonized Chemical Management in GCC 
Roundtable | 6 February 2020

GPCA organized a roundtable entitled ‘Government and Chemical 
Industry Collaboration: Harmonized Chemical Management in 
GCC’ hosted by Borouge in Jumeirah at Etihad Towers, Abu 
Dhabi on 6 February. At the high-profile event comprised of senior 
government and industry officials, GPCA called for a region-wide 
adoption and implementation of a new chemicals management 
framework in the Arabian Gulf. The roundtable further sought to 
pave the way for the implementation of GHS (Global Harmonized 
System) and ADR (Dangerous Goods Road Transport) regulations 
in the GCC.

The new regulations will allow for the creation of a robust and 
successful chemical management framework, which in turn will 
help safeguard the safety and wellbeing of the general public by 

Global Harmonized System 

In 2020 GPCA developed the first 
draft for a Globally Harmonized 
System standard which is currently 
under the review of the Gulf 
Standardization Organization. 
Once approved, the document 
will become an official technical 

standard in the GCC region and evolve into a technical regulation 
in the years to come. It will also be disseminated across the GCC 
as a guideline for governments to follow. For the implementation 
process, GPCA’s Product Stewardship taskforce is building a 
GHS training package to be delivered to the implementation team 
created by GSO which consists of representatives from all six GCC 
states.

Safeguarding international trade 

2020 saw a series of anti-dumping investigations which threatened 
regional chemical exports being shipped overseas. GPCA’s 
extensive advocacy work conducted in conjunction with concerned 
regional authorities resulted in the termination of India’s anti-
dumping investigation which was initiated on 9 December 2019. 
The investigation initiated by Reliance Industries was concerning 
mono ethylene glycol (MEG) originating in or exported from Kuwait, 
Oman, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Singapore. 
The inconsistent investigative practices by Indian authorities on 
anti-dumping regulations raised serious concerns under World 
Trade Organization (WTO) rules. Following extensive diplomatic and 
political engagement, the Directorate General of Trade Remedies 
(DGTR) of India terminated the anti-dumping investigation on 20 
November 2020. 

Advancing regional regulations and standards

reducing the risk of incidents involving hazardous chemicals due to 
lack of knowledge and adequate understanding and help increase 
confidence and trust of citizens in the industrial community.

This was the latest in a series of five roundtables organized by 
GPCA and the Responsible Care Committee since 2018. Over the 
years, the events have served as a conduit for GPCA’s advocacy 
focus related to safe and sustainable chemicals management 
in the GCC as well as product stewardship. Allowing GPCA to 
engage over 400 regulators across the GCC, the roundtables have 
proved effective in building a platform for collaboration between the 
industry and regulators. They have further provided a platform for 
the adoption and sharing of best practice with regional regulators, 
including on GHS and ADR (European Agreement concerning 
the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road). The 
roundtables have facilitated the establishment of joint working 
groups which were formulated to advance these initiatives in the 
region. 

India is the second largest importer of GCC chemicals and 
accounts for over one third of total GCC export volume together 
with China. The work conducted by GPCA on behalf of its 
members restored MEG imports into India from the four GCC 
countries, thus securing a market for USD 543 million worth of 
mono ethylene glycol (MEG) imports, which is equivalent to 20% 
of total chemical imports from the region into India, according to 
GPCA analysis.

In 2020 GPCA published a white paper which highlighted concerns 
pertaining to India’s proposed restrictive and discriminatory 
trade and regulatory actions which have a negative impact on 
the GCC chemical industry. The white paper covers important 
measures which are being proposed or implemented by the 
Indian government, such as import tariffs; anti-dumping and 
countervailing duties; mandatory standards and conformity 
assessment protocols for imported chemicals. GPCA shared the 
white paper with the GCC Secretariat and other regional regulatory 
bodies, urging them to engage with the Indian authorities to 
preserve the GCC’s interests that are at stake with these proposed 
actions.
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Social media performance 
GPCA’s social media following has been on a steady 
increase since 2018, reaching a combined followers base 
of 34,267 in 2020. This represents an increase of 14% 
year on year. The highest increase in followers in 2020 
took place on LinkedIn – one of GPCA’s most important 
and fastest growing platforms. Overall engagement 
increased across all platforms by 14.7% to 67,159 
engagements. A recent benchmarking study found that 
as of December 2020 GPCA outperformed its peer 
associations on LinkedIn and Facebook in terms of 
engagement and content, while the American Chemistry 
Council has had the best performance on Twitter.

GPCA’s role as the voice of the chemical industry in the Arabian 
Gulf and a reliable source of regional information was especially 
important over the last year, as the chemical industry in the region 
looked towards its membership association to effectively represent 
its interests on a regional and global stage and provide up to date 
views and analysis on important and rapidly developing industry 
subjects. Trade, supply chain, and trade protectionism dominated 

Communications

the headlines in 2020, which was widely reflected in GPCA’s media 
outreach activities. An assessment of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its impact on the regional industry was another important 
area of focus for GPCA, as it became clear in a series of televised 
interviews and press announcements made by the association. 
Below are just some of the highlights of our annual media 
coverage.  

GPCA print 
coverage Coverage in 2020

689
Hits (online/

print)

$2.3 
million
Ad value 

equivalency

247 
million
Reach

27%

73%
GPCA 
global online 
coverage

73%
Coverage in 

English 

2018

24,022

Up 25% YoY

Up 14% YoY

Total audience across platform

30,109 32,267

2019 2020

'"!$*
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The chemical industry and the regional economy are poised for 
a recovery, albeit at a slow pace, in 2021. Global oil prices are 
forecast to increase by 14% to a USD 57-64 range in the coming 
two years, and despite prolonged uncertainty, the world will 
return to global economic growth, but the size and timing of the 
rebound are uncertain. There are reasons to be optimistic about a 
full recovery for the global chemical industry to its pre-pandemic 
performance at the end of 2021. Consequently, GPCA expects 
that the GCC chemical industry output will grow by 3.6%.

The chemical industry’s revenue is expected to improve, 
supported by higher oil prices and a rebound in demand in 
end-user industries. Demand for petrochemicals held up during 
the pandemic, thanks to their use as building blocks in essential 
products such as food packaging, personal protective clothing, 
in medical equipment in healthcare, and other vital industries. 
Commodity chemicals are expected to see a strong demand 
recovery.

Despite considerable reductions in global investments, there are 
about USD 71 billion of planned and committed investments for 
2020-2024 in the GCC chemical industry. However, there are 
concerns that petrochemical companies in the region may hold on 
from bringing additional capacity before the demand for chemical 
products completely recovers. Some projects have already been 
announced to be delayed or configurations to be reconsidered. 

Upcoming developments in the energy transition and sustainability 
agenda are set to drive further regulatory uncertainty and changes 
in consumer demand habits. Among these climate control and 
emissions reduction targets will take a prominent seat on both 
the global and regional regulatory agenda, which will have major 
implications for regional chemical producers. Chemical companies 
in the Arabian Gulf are well positioned to transform their business 
and capitalize on these developments by investing in green 
projects and partnering with the right technology providers and 
value chain partners to drive sustainability forward. 

As part of its mandate to provide value to its members and enable 
the sustainable growth of the regional chemical and petrochemical 
industry, GPCA will continue to serve as a platform for knowledge 
sharing and discussion, acting as a bridge between government, 
industry, academia and players from across the value chain, 
and enable collaboration. With an expected economic recovery 
in 2021, and the hopes for a global roll-out of the coronavirus 
vaccination, we look forward to returning to normality and hosting 
our networking events and conferences in person once again. In 
our role as the leading membership association for the regional 
chemical community, we will continue to encourage investment 
into the chemical industry in the region, highlight its contribution 
to socio-economic development and support talent development, 
innovation and the move to a circular economy. We look forward to 
working closely with our members and partners to enable a better 
and more prosperous 2021.

Looking forward
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Quennie Pacaldo
Events Coordinator
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Together
we can move
Mountains
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FULL MEMBERS
BAHRAIN

Gulf Petrochemical Industries 
Company (GPIC)
P.O. Box 26730
Manama 

Tel: +973 1 773 1777
Fax: +973 1 773 1047
www.gpic.com

KUWAIT

EQUATE Petrochemical 
Company
P.O. Box 4733
Safat 13048
Kuwait

Tel: +965 2 5765706
Fax: +965 2576 5708
www.equate.com

Kuwait Aromatics Company
P.O. Box 70, Mina Abdullah 
Refinarry, Admin building 
Second floor, Office 290, 
Bock1, Safat 13001

Tel: +965 2 388 3866
Fax: +965 2 388 4990
www.kuwaitaromatics.com

Petrochemical Industries 
Company (PIC)
P.O. Box 1084
Safat 13011

Tel: ++ 965 2 385 1000
Fax: +965 2385 1522
www.pic.com.kw

QATAR

Qatar Chemical Co. Ltd. 
(Q-Chem)
P.O. Box 24646
Amwal Tower,1st Floor,
Omar Al Mukhtar Street,
Doha

Tel: +974 4 484 7104/7111
Fax: +974 4 483 7379
www.qchem.com.qa

Qatar Chemical and 
Petrochemical Marketing 
and Distribution Company 
(Muntajat) Q.J.S.C.
P. O. Box 24445, Al Dana 
Tower, West Bay
Doha

Tel: + 974 4 013   2574
Fax: + 974 4 013   9140
www.muntajat.qa

Qatar Fertilizer Co. (QAFCO)
P.O. Box 50001
Mesaieed, Doha

Tel: +974 4 4228001/888
Fax: +974 4 4772266
www.qafco.com.qa 

Qatar Fuel Additives Co.ltd. 
(QAFAC)
P.O. Box 22700
Doha

Tel: +974 4 477 3462
Fax: 974 4 477 3554
www.qafac.com.qa

Qatar Petrochemicals Company 
Ltd. (QAPCO)
P.O. Box 756
Doha

Tel: +974 4 401 0222; +974 4 
401 0101 
Fax: +974 4 477 7724
www.qapco.com

Qatar Petroleum (QP)
P.O. Box 3212
WestBay, Al Dana Tower, 
14th Floor, Office # 1404
Doha

Tel: +974 4 013 3801
Fax: +974 4 013 9529
www.qp.com.qa

Qatar Vinyl Company (QVC)
C-Ring Road, Doha
P.O. Box 24440

Tel: +974 4 476 5888
www.qapco.com/qvc

SAUDI ARABIA

Advanced Petrochemical 
Company
P.O. Box 11022
Al Jubail Industrial City
Post Code 31961

Tel: +966 1 3 356 6001
Fax +966 1 3 356 6065
www.advancedpetrochem.com

Astra Polymer Compounding 
Co, Ltd.
P.O. Box 30740 
2nd Industrial Area
Al Khobar 31952

Tel: +966 1 3 861 2677
Fax: +9661 3 861 2676
www.astra-polymers.com

CHEMANOL
P.O. Box 2101
Al Jubail Industrial Area, 
Road 251, Crossing 198 

Tel: +9661 3 358 1111, 
400/5055
Fax: +9661 3 358 1311
www.chemanol.com

Farabi Petrochemicals 
Company
P.O. Box 11763
Al Jubail Industrial City
Post Code 31961

Tel: +966 1 3 356 5112
Fax: +966 1 3 356 5009
www.farabipc.com

NAMA Chemicals
P.O. Box 11919
Palm Center, 
Entrance B1, 2nd floor
Jubail Industrial City 31961

Tel: +966 1 3 347 8888
Fax: +966 1 3 347 8666
www.nama.com.sa

National Petrochemical 
Industrial Company (NATPET)
P.O. Box 4459
Jeddah 21491

Tel: +966 1 2 604 8610
Fax: +9661 2 652 9380
www.natpetpp.com

�Rabigh�Refining�and�
Petrochemical Company 
(PETRO RABIGH) 
P.O. Box 101 Rabigh 21911 
Admin Building 200, 
Office# 062H

Tel: + 966 12 425 0390
Fax: +966 12 425 8889
www.petrorabigh.com

Sadara Chemical Company
P.O. Box 39777
Dhahran 31942

Tel: +966 1 3 813 5999
ext. 1110
Fax: +966 1 3 813 5828
www.sadara.com

GPCA members
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Saudi Basic Industries 
Corporation (SABIC)
P.O. Box 5101
Riyadh 11422

Tel: +966 1 1 225 9689
Fax: +966 1 1 225 9660
www.sabic.com

Saudi Arabian Mining Company 
(Ma’aden)
P.O. Box 68861
Abu Baker Al Siddique St. 
Riyadh 11537

Tel: +966 1 1 874 8322,
+966 1 1 874 8482
Fax: +966 1 1 874 8329
www.maaden.com.sa

Saudi Aramco
P.O. Box 5000
9th Floor, Tower Building
Dhahran 31311

Tel: +966 1 3 874 6106
Fax: +966 1 3 873 4287
www.saudiaramco.com

Sahara International 
Petrochemicals Company 
(SIPCHEM)
P.O. Box 12021
Al Khobar 31952

Tel: +966 1 3 357 4802
Fax: +966 1 3 359 9610
www.sipchem.com

S-Chem
P.O. Box 11221
Jubail Industrial City
Post Code 31961

Tel: +966 1 3 358 1760
Fax: +966 1 3 358 5192
www.schem.com

TASNEE
P.O. Box 26707
The Business Gate, Building 
No. C3, Eastern Ring Road, 
Qurtuba Area, Riyadh 11496

Tel: +966 1 3 359 6666
Fax: +966 1 3 359 7202 
www.tasnee.com

SULTANATE OF OMAN

Oman Methanol Company LLC
P.O. Box 474
Postal Code 322, 
Falaj Al-Qabail, Sohar

Tel: +968 2686 5800
Fax: +968 26850540
www.omanmethanol.com

Oman India Fertilizer Co. SAOC 
(Omifco)
P.O. Box 67
Sur 411

Tel: +968 255 32013/11
Fax: +968 2 556 2849
www.omifco.com

OQ
P.O. Box 3568
Mina Al Fahal, Muscat
PC: 112, Sohar Industrial 
Port

Tel: +968 2685 1000
Fax: +968 2685 1211
www.oq.com

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Abu Dhabi National Oil 
Company (ADNOC)
P.O. Box 898
Corniche Road (W),
Bainouna St,
Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 707 4774
www.adnoc.ae

FERTIL
P.O. Box 2288
Sheikh Khalifa Energy 
Complex, Khalifa Street
Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 602 1133/44
Fax: +9712 602 1155
www.adnoc.ae

Abu Dhabi Polymers Co. Ltd. 
(Borouge)
P.O. Box 6925
Borouge Tower,Sheikh 
Khalifa Energy Complex, 
Corniche Road
Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2  708 0102 
Fax: +971 2 607 0111
www.borouge.com
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AUSTRALIA

Isochem Group
Suite 2, Level 2, 13-15 
Lyonpark Road, Macquarie 
Park, NSW, 2113

Tel: +61420717059, 
+61298874307
Fax: +88029550710
www.isochem.com.au

BANGLADESH

Bangkor Polymer Corporation
33 Topkhana Road, Meherba 
Plaza, Suite #3/G

Tel: +8802 957 1089, +8802 
9554 1178
Fax: +88029550710
www.bangkorpoly.com

BAHRAIN 

Nexant Limited
P.O. Box 20705
Level 22, West Tower 
Building, Bahrain Financial 
Harbour, King Faisal 
Highway Manama 

Tel: +973 1 750 2962 
Fax: +973 1 750 3030 
www.nexant.com

BELGIUM

Albemarle Europe SPRL 
9 Rue du Bosquet
1348, Louvain-La-Neuve

Tel: +32 10 48 39 17 
www.albemarle.com 

Anno Chemicals NV
Berkenlaan 21
BE-2980 Halle-Zoersel

Tel: +32 3 464 2532
Fax: +32 3 464 2537
www.annochemicals.com

Milliken Europe BVBA
HAM 18-24, B-9000 Gent

Tel: +329 265 1082 
Fax: +329 265 1195
www.millikenchemical.com

Gemini Corporation N.V
Gemini House Waterwilgweg 
6, 2050 Anwerp

Tel: +323 254 0414
Fax: +323 254 0428
www.geminicorp.be

Solvay SA
Rue de Ransbeek 310, 1120 
Neder-Over-Hembeek

Tel: +322 264 2126
Fax: +322 909 2265
www.solvay.com

CANADA

Albertas Industrial Heartland 
Association
Suite 300, 9940 Avenue, Fort 
Saskatchewan, AB T8L 4G8

Tel: +780 998 7453 ext. 4
www.industrialheartland.com

Nova Chemicals Corporation
P.O. Box 2518
1000 Seventh Avenue SW
Calgary, T2P 5C6

Tel: +1 403 750 4367
Fax: +1 403 750 3940
www.novachem.com

CHINA

ZEAL Energy Group Co., Ltd
2A/F, East Hope Tower, 
No. 1777 Century Avenue, 
Shanghai 200120

Tel: +862 16 217 5577
Fax: +862 15 228 2673
www.zealgroup.com.cn

DENMARK 

Haldor Topsoe A/S
Haldor Topsøes Allé 1, 
DK - 2800 Kgs. Lyngby

Tel: +45 4527 2000
Fax: +45 4527 2999
www.topsoe.com

FINLAND

Temet Oy
Asentajankatu 3, FI-00880 
Helsinki

Tel: +358 20 757 9510
Fax: +35 20 757 9514
www.temet.com

GERMANY 

Brenntag Holding GmbH
Messeallee 11,
45131 Essen

Tel: +49 2 016 4960
Fax: +49 2 016 496 1010
www.brenntag.com

Helm AG
Nordkanalstrasse 28
D-20097Hamburg 
Deutschland

Tel: +49 40 23750
Fax: +49 40 237 51845
www.helmag.com

LANXESS Deutschland GmbH
Kennedy Platz 1
50569 Cologne  

Tel: +49 221 8885 8492
Fax: +49 221 8885 9887
www.lanxess.com

hte GmbH
69123, Heidelberg
Kurpfalzring 104 
 69123

Tel: +496 221 749 7424
www.hte-company.de

HONGKONG

Sara Offshore Services Limited
Unit B, 19/F, 
Yardley Commercial 
Building, 3 Connaught Road 
West, Hong Kong

Tel: +85 2285 43018
Fax + 852 285 43315
www.sara-global.com

INDIA 

DCM Shriram Ltd
5th Floor kanchenjunga Bldg, 
18 Barakhamba Road, 
New Delhi – 110017

Tel: +911 14 210 0200
www.dcmshriram.com

Finolex Industries Limited
D-1/10 MIDC 
Chinchwad
Pune 411 019

Tel: +91 20 2740 8200
Fax: +91 20 2747 4444
www.finolex.com

Reliance Industries Limited
Bldg. No. 8A, 1st Floor, 
Reliance Corporate Park, 
Thane-Belapur Road, 
Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai – 
400 701

Tel: +9122 4 061 3380
Fax: +9122 4 061 3199
www.ril.com

Supreme Petrochem Ltd.
5th Floor, Bldg. No. 11
Chakala, Andheri (East)
Mumbai

Tel: +91 22 6771 0000
Fax: +91 22 6709 1924
www.supreme.co.in

ITALY

Versalis 
Piazza Boldrini 1, 20097 San 
Donato Milanese (MI)

Tel: + 390 25 204 1243
Fax: + 390 25 203 2575
www.versalis.eni.com

Italmatch Chemicals S.p.A
Via Magazzini del Catone 17 
Modulo 4, Genoa  16126

Tel: +390 1 064 2081
Fax: +390 10 469 5296
www.italmatch.com

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
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IRAN 

Bakhtar Commercial Company
No. 1246, North Karegar 
Ave., Tehran

Tel: +98 21 6096 2214
Fax: +98 21 6096 2104
www.bcco.co

Bistoun Petrochemical 
Company
Kemanshah-8km Bisotoun
Kermanshah 0832372

Tel: +988 3 343 3748
Fax: +988 3 347 3349
www.biscp.ir

Zagros Petrochemical 
Company
No.88 Khodammi St., Vanak 
Square, Tehran 1994835555

Tel: +9821 4 291 4301
Fax: +9821 4 291 4333
www.zpcir.com

JAPAN 

Japan Saudi Arabia Methanol 
Co. Inc.
Hibiya Kokusai Bldg., 2-3,  
Uchisaiwaicho 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku,  Tokyo 
100-0011

Tel: +81 33 593 3541
Fax: +81 33 593 3544

KUWAIT 

Al Kout Industrial Projects Co.
P.O. Box 10277
Shuaiba

Tel: +965 228 7009
Fax: +965 222 4041
www.alkoutprojects.com

Kuwait Chemical House 
Company 
Mangaf, Block 4, Kuwait

Tel: +965 9 972 3822, 
+965 9 445 5112
Fax: +965 2 372 5296

Qurain Petrochemical 
Industries Company
P.O. Box 29299
26 Floor, KIPCO 
Tower,Khalid Bin Al-Waleed 
Street, Sharq, Safat 13153

Tel: +965 2294 3232
Fax: +965 2321 1922
www.qpic-kw.com

LEBANON 

RN Chemicals sarl
P.O. Box 90575
Dora - Seaside Highway - 
Industrial Zone - Njeim Bldg. 
and Warehouses 
Beirut 90575

Tel: +961 1 263119
Fax: +961 1 263114
www.RNchemicals.com

PAKISTAN

International Chemplast (Pvt.) 
Ltd.
Suite # 509, 5th Floor, 
Progressive Plaza, 
Beaumont Road, Civil Linies 
Quarters, Karachi

Tel: +922 11 132 5325
Fax: +922 13 565 6591
www.icplpk.com

QATAR 

Qatar Industrial Manufacturing 
Company (QIMC)
P.O. Box 16875
Al Corniche Street, 
West Bay, Doha

Tel: +974 44 344222
www.qimc.com.qa

Total�Refining�and�Chemicals
P.O. Box 5177
Doha

Tel: +974 44 208350
Fax: +974 44 980794 
www.totalrefiningchemicals.com

RUSSIA 

Sibur
16/1 Krzhizhanovskogo St.
Moscow, GSP-7, 117997 

Tel: +7 495 777 55 00 
Fax: +7 495 777 55 00 32 72
www.sibur.ru

SAUDI ARABIA 

Abdul Rahman Al-Otaishan and 
Sons Group Company LLC
P.O. Box 6978
Dammam 31452

Tel: +966 13 811 6048
Fax: +966 13 811 6133
www.al-otaishan.com.sa

Air Liquide Arabia
P.O. Box 2335
Al-Tuwairki Tower, 15th Floor,
Khobar-Dammam Highway,
Al-Khobar 31952

Tel: +966 13 836 6668
Fax: +966 13 802 1017
www.airliquide.com

Al Majdouie Derijke Logistics 
Co. Ltd.
P.O. Box 336
King Fahd Road
Dammam 31411

Tel: +966 13 819 8192
Fax: +9661 3 811 4192
www.almajdouiederijke.com

Aldrees Petroleum and 
Transport Services Company
P.O. Box 609
Riyadh 11421

Tel: +966 11 235 5555
Fax: +966 11 236 6666
www.aldrees.com

Al Watania Plastics 
2nd Industrial Area
Riyadh 11443

Tel: +966 11 265 0036
Fax: +966 11 265 0905
www.wataniaind.com

Alfred Talke 
P.O. Box 10610
Jubail Industrial City 31961

Tel: +966 1 3347-3222
Fax: +966 13347-2555
www.aljabr-talke.com

Arabian Chemical Terminals 
Limited
7th Floor, Alireza Towers, 
Madinah Road, Jeddah 
21495

Tel: +966 12 652 0000
Fax: +966 12 653 4032
www.
arabianchemicalterminals.com

A.T. Kearney
P.O. Box 230888
King Faisal Foundation 
Building. South Tower, 
7th Floor,Office FS07A,King 
Fahad Highway,Olaya 
District Riyadh

Tel: +966 11 290 5200
Fax: +966 11 206 1258
www.atkearney.com

AYTB, Al Yusr Industrial 
Contracting Co. Ltd. 
P.O. Box 10270
Support Industries Area 
1 Tareeq 124/175, Jubail 
Industrial City 31961

Tel: +966 13 343 7700
Fax: +966 13 341 2044 / 
341 2176 / 341 1587  
www.aytb.com

Baker Hughes
Abu Baker Al Jazi Street,
Dharan 396/31952

Tel: +966 13 807 4900
Fax: +966 13 807 4999
www.bakerhughes.com

Bakhashab Transport & Trading 
Co. Ltd. Holding
P.O. Box 8441, Salman 
Al Farisi St, Al Khalidiyah 
Al Janubiyah, Dammam 
31482

Tel: +966 13 510 9900
Fax: +966 13 858 8043
www.bakhashab.com.sa

Crescent Transportation Co. Ltd
P.O. Box 1232
Al Khobar 31952

Tel: +966 3 858 0304
Fax: +966 3 814 0360
www.crescent-
transportation.com

Environment Development Co. 
Ltd. (EDCO)
P.O. Box 10183
Jubail Industrial City 31961,
Jubail 2, Road 274/T-311

Tel: +966 1 3367 0026
Tel: +966 1 3367 0200
www.edco.com.sa
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Globe Group
P.O. Box 1814
31441 Dammam

Tel: +966 1 3835 2222
Fax: +9661 3835 1222
www.globemarine.com.sa

Gulf Chemicals and Industrial 
Oils Company
P.O. Box 3942
Second Industrial City
Dammam 31481

Tel: +966 13 812 1022
Fax: +966 13 812 1170
www.gcir.com.sa

Haffaz Industrial & 
Management Consultants 
P.O. Box 3070, Riyadh 11471

Tel: +966 56 765 5000
Fax: +961 1493 0382

Ingenia Polymers Co. Ltd.
P.O. Box 11027 
Jubail Industrial City 31961

Tel: +966 13 341 8793
Fax: +966 13 341 8934
www.ingeniapolymers.com

International Chemical 
Logistics Co. Ltd.
P.O Box 22431, Madina 
Al-Munawwara Road,
Al-Sharafiya, Postal Code 
21495, Jeddah

Tel: +966 12 652 0000
Fax: +966 12 653 4032
www.suttonsgroup.com

Katoen Natie Khonaini Co. Ltd.
P.O. Box 30
Jubail 31951

Tel: +966 1 3361 7518 
Fax: +966 1 3362 2746
www.katoennatie.com

KBR
P.O. Box: 2959
Al Khobar 31952

Tel: +966 13 851 6807
Fax: +966 13 851 6667
www.kbr.com

King Abdullah University 
of Science and Technology 
(KAUST)
Bldg No. 23, Innovation 
Cluster 3, Office No. 3-350
Thuwal 23955-6900

Tel: +966 12 808 4711
www.kaust.edu.sa

KPMG Al Fozan and Al Sadhan 
P.O. Box 92876 
KPMG Tower, Salahudeen 
Al Ayoubi Road, 
Malaz District, Riyadh 11663

Tel: +966 11 874 8711
Fax: +966 11 874 8600
www.kpmg.com.sa

Marafiq
P.O. Box 11133, Jubail 
Industrial City 31961

Tel: +966 13 340 1111
Fax: +966 13 340 1168
www.marafiq.com.sa

National Petrochemical 
Company (Petrochem)
P.O. Box: 99833
Riyadh 11625

Tel: +966 11 219 2522
Fax: +966 11 21 92523
www.petrochem.com.sa

NAPCO Flexible Packaging 
Division
P.O. Box 538
1st Industrial City, 
Dammam 31421

Tel: +9661 3 847 3040
Fax: +9661 3 847 1484
www.napcogroup.com

NEPC (BeeA’h)
P.O. Box 10628
Road 289 Rd 198, Industrial 
Area, Secondary Industry 
Park, Jubail Industrial City 
31961

Tel: +966 13 358 8008
Fax: +966 13 358 8584
www.beeah.com

Ravago Middle East Company
Section H, Block 3, Lot1, 
Sharq, Jubail 2 31961

Tel: +966 13 356 8707
www.ravago.com

Reda Chemicals 
P.O. Box 2923
Al Bustan Area,
ABT Building, 2nd Floor, 
Khobar-Dammam 
Expressway, 
Al-Khobar 31952

Tel: +971 4 332 5100
Fax: +971 4 332 5200
www.redachem.com

Rowad National Plastic Co Ltd
P.O. Box 29452
2nd Industrial Area, 
Riyadh 11457

Tel: +966 11 253 1717
Fax: +966 11 265 1973
www.rowadplastic.com

Royal Commission for Jubail 
and Yanbu
P.O. Box 5964
Riyadh 11432

Tel: +966 11 264 9000
Fax: +966 11 456 9144
www.rcjy.gov.sa

Sankyu Saudi Arabia Co.
P.O Box 40645, Al Murjanah 
Tower, Floor # 8 Office # 804
Prince Sultan Road, Al 
Rawdhah District,
Jeddah 21511

Tel: + 966 12 683 3939
Fax:+ 966 12 616 5521
www.sankyu.com.sa

Saudi Industrial Property 
Authority ( MODON )
P.O BOX: 84214
Riyadh 11149

Tel: +966 1 874 5748
Fax: +9661 1 874 9019  
www.modon.gov.sa

Silk Roads Ltd
Omar Ibn Khattab St, 
Dammam 31452

Tel: +966 13 839 0005
Fax: +966 13 839 2076
www.silkroadsltd.com

Takween Advanced Industries
P.O. Box 2500, 16th Floor, 
Al Othman Office Towers, 
King Saud Road, Al Khobar 
31952

Tel: +966 13 853 4355
Fax: +966 13 853 4343
 www.takweenai.com

The Saudi Company of 
Chemical Trading Ltd., 
(Chemtrade) 
P.O. Box 22431
7th Floor,  Alireza Tower, 
Madina Road, Jeddah

Tel: +966 12 652 0000
Fax: +966 12 6517492
www.chemtrade.com

United Compounding Industrial 
Company W.L.L
Jeddah Industrial City II, 
Jeddah 22754

Tel: +966 11 497 2237
Fax: +966 11 492 9582
www.ucic.sa

SERBIA

Balkan Polymers Ltd
Bulevard despota Stefana 
No. 12, Belgrade 11000

Tel: +381 11 635 2575
Fax: +381 11 406 5418
www.balkanpolymers.com

SINGAPORE 

Integra Petrochemicals Pte Ltd
2 Battery Road #22-01 
Maybank Tower, Singapore 
049907

Tel: +65 6220 9895
Fax: +65 6220 2908
www.integra-global.com

Steem1960 Singapore Pte Ltd
25 Church Street, #03-
01, Capital Square Three, 
Singapore 049482

Tel: +65 6 536 1662
www.steem1960.com

SULTANATE OF OMAN 

Air Liquide Sohar Industrial 
Gases LLC 
P.O. Box 66
Postal Code: 327
Sohar

Tel: +968 2685 0200
Fax: +968 2685 0203
www.airliquide.com

Gulf Plastic Industries Co. 
(SAOC)
P.O. Box 55, PC 124, Rusayl 
Industrial State

Tel: +968 2 444 6688
Fax: +968 2 444 6766
www.gulfpalsticoman.com
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Sohar Port and Freezone
P.O. Box 9
Postal Code 327,
Sohar

Tel: +968 2 685 2700
Fax: +968 2 685 2701
www.soharportandfreezone.
com

SWITZERLAND 

Clariant International LTD.
Postal Code: 4133
Hardstr. 61
Pratteln

Tel: +973 17556 307
Fax: +973 17556 309
www.clariant.com

Kolmar Group AG
4th Floor, Metalli, 
Baarerstrasse 18 Zug 6300

Tel: +4141 727 5700
Fax: +41 41 727 5701
www.kolmargroup.com

THAILAND

Indorama Ventures Global 
Services Limited
75/80-81, Ocean Tower-2, 
32nd Floor Soi Sukhumvit 
19 (Wattana), Asoke Road, 
Kloengtoey Nua, Wattana, 
Wattana Bangkok

Tel: +662 661 6661
Fax: +662 661 6664-5
www.indoramaventures.com

THE NETHERLANDS 

ARLANXEO Holding B.V. 
Scheveningseweg 64
2517 KX’s - Gravenhage 
(The Hague)

Tel: +31(0) 43 750 3920
www.arlanxeo.com

Kisuma Chemicals
Billitonweg 7, P.O. Box 
400, 9640 AK Veendam, 
Netherlands

Tel: +315 9 866 6766
Fax: +315 9 869 0792
www.kisuma.com

Stamicarbon BV
P.O. Box 53
Mercator 3, 6135 KW Sittard

Tel: +31 46 423 7000
Fax: +31 46 423 7001
www.stamicarbon.com

Standic B.V
Wieldrechtseweg 35
3316 BG Dordfrecht

Tel: +31 78 652 8692/865
Fax: +31 78 652 8652
www.standic.com

TURKEY

PAGEV-Turkish Plastic Industry 
Foundation
Halkalı Cad. Tez-İş Business 
Center No: 132/1 Floor: 4 
34295 Sefaköy, Istanbul

Tel: +90 212 425 1313
Fax: +90 212 624 4926
www.pagev.org

Ronesans Holding
Portakal Cicegi str No. 33
Yukari Ayranci Cankaya, 
Ankara

Tel: +9021 6 430 6178
Fax: +9021 6 430 6907
www.ronesans.com

TAYSEB A.S 
Sarimasi Mah 1 Bulvar No. 
6 PK 10, 01920 Ceyhan, 
Adana Turkey

Tel: +903 22 634 2080
Fax: +903 22 634 2090
www.tayseb.com

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

Adeka Al Otaiba  Middle East
P.O. Box 40306
Plot No 37, B4 Industrial 
City Of Abu Dhabi 1 (Icad 1) 
Musaffah, Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 550 8361
Fax: +971 2 550 8396 
www.adeka-alghurair.com

Air Liquide Middle East and 
North Africa (ALMENA)
P.O. Box 54638, Suite 301, 
East Wing 5, A Block, Dubai 
Airport Free Zone, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 299 3444
Fax: +971 4 299 3668
www.airliquide.com

Advisory Group DMCC
#69, 5th Floor One JLT, 
Jumeirah Lakes Towers, 
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 429 5819
www.advisorygroup.ae

Air Products 
P.O. Box 16912
Jebel Ali Free Zone, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 807 8333
Fax: +971 4 883 5411
www.airproducts.com

Al Futtaim Logistics Company 
LLC
P.O. Box 61450, 
Jebel Ali Free Zone, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 807 7171 
Fax: +971 4 881 9157
www.aflogistics.com

Al Nahda International FZCO
P.O. Box 261911
Jebel Ali Freezone, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 883 1314 
Fax: +971 4 883 1315 
www.alnahdafz.com

Ampacet Europe SA - 
DMCC Branch
Jumeirah Business Centre 3 
Tower  – Office 3304
Cluster Y – Jumeirah Lake 
Towers
P.O. Box 337219 – Dubai, 

Tel: + 971 4 551 9549 
Fax: +971 4 551 9547
www.ampacet.com

Argus Media
P.O. Box 502821
Office 26-27, 26th Floor
Shatha Tower, DMC, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 434 5112
Fax: +971 4 424 0134
www.argusmedia.com/
petrochemicals

Arkema Middle East DMCC
Unit 1108, 11th Flr JBC 3 
Tower Cluster Y, JLT, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 875 1700  
www.arkema.com

Aquachemie DMCC
P.O. Box 211586, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 8807701
Fax: +971 4 8807702
www.aquachemie.com

BASF Middle East LLC
P.O. Box 61309
Jebel Ali Free Zone
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 807 2115
Fax: +971 4 883 8675 
www.basf.com

BGN International DMCC
P.O. Box 115738
Unit 1404 / JLT Reef Tower
Jumeriah Lake Towers
Dubai

Tel : +971 4 376 2000
Fax : +971 4 431 1416
www.bayegan.net

Bertschi Chemical Logistics 
DMCC
P.O. Box 478488
Jumeirah Lakes Towers, 
Jumeirah Bay Tower X3, 
Office 1603, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 454 77 92
Fax: +971 4 454 77 34
www.bertschi.com

Borealis AG - Abu Dhabi
P.O. Box 48313
Mubadala Tower, 1st floor,
Sultan Bin Zayed the First 
Street, Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 412 3512 
Fax: +971 2 635 9262  
www.borealisgroup.com

Bureau Veritas Company
P.O. Box 26264
East Al Salam Street,
Al Zubara Tower, 1st Floor,
Abu Dhabi

Tel:  +971 2 644 4920 
Fax: +971 4 307 44 00
www.bureauveritas.com

Camelot Management 
Consultants Middle East DMCC
P.O. Box 5003333
Reef Tower, Level 30
Jumeirah Lakes Towers,
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 350 7460
Fax: +971 4 448 7112
www.camelot-mc.ae

C.E.I.C Sustainable Solutions 
FZE
P.O. Box 16486
Business Center 06, 331 Al 
Mareed Building, Dubai

Tel: +971 56 779 9281
Fax: +971 4 367 8774
www.ceicbusiness.com
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Chevron Phillips Chemical 
Company LLC
P.O. Box 293892
Bldg. 6EA, Suite 401
Dubai Airport Free Zone

Tel: +971 4 701 7708
Fax: +971 4 701 7724
www.cpchem.com

Clarksons Platou 
P.O. Box 102929
14th Floor Gold Tower, 
Cluster I, Jumeirah Lakes 
Towers, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 450 9432
www.clarksons.com

Cosmoplast Co. LLC
P.O. Box 6032
Street No. 20, Industrial Area 
No.1, Sharjah

Tel: +9716 533 1264
Fax: + 971 6 533 1917
www.cosmoplast.com
www.interplast.ae

Den Hartogh Logistics DMCC
P.O. Box 337530 1602 Saba 
Tower 1, Cluster E, JLT

Tel: +971 4 432 1450
Fax: +971 4 432 1455
www.denhartogh.com

DNV.GL Business Assurance 
Group AS. Dubai Branch
P.O. Box 11539, 12th floor 
Burjuman Business Tower, 
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 302 6300
Fax: +9714 355 9433
www.dnvgl.com

Dow Chemicals IMEA GmbH
P.O. Box 7893
Emaar Square, Bldg 6
Level 3, Sheikh Zayed Road 
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 453 7000
Fax: +9714 453 7093
www.dow.com

DP World
P.O. Box 17000
5th Floor, Jafza 17 Bldg., 
Lob 17, Jebel Ali, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 881 5555
Fax: +971 4 887 6470
www.dpworld.ae

ENPI Group
P.O. Box 341034, Le 
Solarium Building, DSO, 
Dubai

Tel: +971 6 534 4411
Fax: +971 6 534 4422
www.enpigroup.com

Equilibrium Engineering 
Consultancy
5th Floor , Al Reem Plaza, 
Zayed the First Street, Abu 
Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 673 7766
Fax: +971 2 882 2998
www.eqec.ae

Evonik Gulf FZE
P.O. Box 341256
Silicon Oasis,Office E-107
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 372 4150 
Fax: +971 4 372 4174
www.evonik.com

Fujairah Terminals
P.O. Box 334, Fujairah

Tel: +971 9 203 5530
www.fujairahterminals.ae

Hillebrand
P.O. Box 191061
Latifa Tower West Wing, 
Office 601, Sheikh Zayed 
Road, Dubai

Tel:+971 4 343 0054
Fax: +971 4 343 4351
www.hillebrand.com

Honeywell UOP
P.O. Box 9248
29th Floor World Trade 
Centre, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 331 3841
Fax: +971 4 331 7033
www.uop.com

IHS GLOBAL FZ LLC
P.O. Box 500395
Office Park Bldg Block A, 
Dubai Internet City, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 363 5800
Fax: +971 4 363 5801
www.ihs.com

Iplast Industries LLC
I CAD-3 Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 309 4611
Fax: +971 2 622 1585

Joint Tank Services FZCO
P.O. Box 17512
Jebel Ali Free Zone (South),
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 880 7801
Fax: +971 4 880 7802   
www.jts.ae

Khalifa Industrial Zone Abu 
Dhabi
P.O. Box 54477, Abu Dhabi

Tel: 800102030
www.kizad.ae

Linde Engineering Middle East 
LLC 
C1 Tower 5th Floor Al Bateen 
St., Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 698 1400
Fax: +971 2 698 1499
www.linde.com

Llyod’s Register EMEA
P.O. Box 29677
Festival Office Tower, Suite 
2001, Dubai Festival City,
Al Rebat Street, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 701 4100
Fax: +971 4 701 4119
www.lr.org

LyondellBasell Industries
P.O. Box 293611
Building 2W, Office No. 206, 
Dubai Airport Free Zone 
(DAFZA), Dubai

Tel: +971 4 204 5970
Fax: +971 4 204 5969
www.basell.com

Maersk Kanoo (Emirates) LLC
P.O. Box 50720, 40th Floor, 
Burj Al Salam Building
Sheikh Zayed Road, Dubai

Tel: +9714 303 5984
www.maersk.com

Methanex Middle East
P.O. Box 309010
Fortune Tower, Office 205, 
Jumeirah Lakes Towers

Tel: +971 4 438 0299
Fax: +971 4 438 0240
www.methanex.com

National Chemical Carrier Co. 
Ltd (DMCC)
P.O. Box 214459 Office #9 
One JLT, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 384 0300
Fax: +971 4 384 0400
www.bahri.sa

Petrochem Middle East
P.O. Box 23910
Level 34, Jumeirah Bay 
X2 Tower, Jumeirah Lakes 
Towers, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 417 9300
Fax: +971 4 417 9393
www.petrocheme.com

Polychem Resins International 
Industries LLC
P.O. Box 37029
Jebel Ali Industrial Area, 
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 880 1662
Fax: +971 4 880 1866
www.polycheminternational.com

QUEST Group DMCC 
P.O. Box 643931
31 K, AG Tower 
(Silver Tower), Cluster I, 
Jumeirah Lake Towers, 
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 454 3096
Fax: +971 4 454 3093
www.questgroupint.com

Quincannon Associates DMCC
ONE JLT, Floor 5 Office 67
Jumeira Lake Towers, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 429 5893
www.quincannon.com

Rakha Al Khaleej International 
LLC
P.O. Box 55157
Suite 701, National Bank of 
Umm Al-Quwain Building, 
Khalid Bin Waleed Road, 
Bank Street, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 397 7999
Fax: +971 4 397 2555
www.rai-uae.com

Schmidt ME Logistics Ltd
P.O. Box 137125 
Plot No. KHIA9-29, 
Taweelah, Khalifa Industrial 
Zone Abu Dhabi (KIZAD), 
Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 672 5044
Fax: +971 2 562 7000  
www.schmidt-heilbronn.de

Sealed Air General Trading 
L.L.C.
P.O. Box 487270 DIP First, 
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 810 1900
Fax: +971 4 880 2993
www.Sealedair.com

SIEMENS ENERGY LLC
P.O. Box 47015, Abu Dhabi

Tel: +9712 588 0000
www.siemens.ae
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Strategy& (Middle East) Ltd.
P.O Box 43754, Al Khatem 
Tower, 
Level 26, Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 699 2400
Fax: +971 2 699 2424
www.strategyand.pwc.com

Shell Chemicals Arabia
P.O. Box 11677
Convention Tower, 9th Floor 
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 405 4400
Fax: +971 4 332 1597
www.shell.com/chemicals

Songwon International-Middle 
East FZE
P.O. Box 371467
Office No 250, Building 6EB,
Dubai Airport Free Zone

Tel: +971 4 256 6338
Fax: +971 4 256 6339
www.songwon.com

Star Energy Resources Limited
P.O. Box 16811, Jebel Ali 
Freezone, Dubai

Tel: + 971 4 881 6733
Fax: + 971 4 881 6548
www.seot.ae

Stolt-Nielsen Limited
P.O. Box 337246
Office no. 1802 ; Swiss 
Tower, Cluster Y, Jumeirah 
Lake Towers, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 512 9842
Fax: +971 451 29899
www.stolt-nielsen.com

Taghleef Industries
P.O. Box 56391
Jebel Ali Industrial Area-1, 
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 880 1100
Fax: +971 4 880 1122
www.ti-films.com

The Boston Consulting Group 
International Inc.
P.O. Box 32257
4th Floor, Office Park Bldg., 
Dubai Internet City

Tel: +971 4  448 0300
Fax: +971 4 4480 333
www.bcg.com

Thyssenkrupp Industrial 
Solutions AG
P.O. Box 121164, The H 
Dubai Office Tower, 12th floor
Sheikh Zayed Road, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 705 9300
Fax: +971 4 705 9301
www.thyssenkrupp-
industrial-solutions.com

Tiba Petrochemical Company 
DMCC
P.O. Box 23894, 2903 Saba 
1 Tower, Cluster E  JLT, 
Dubai

Tel: +971 4 432 6322
www.trioenergyme.com

Toyota Tsusho Corporation
DAFZA 4WB 5th Floor Office 
No. 540, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 299 3590
Fax: +971 4 299 3363
www.toyota-tsusho.com

UL – Underwriters
Laboratories
P.O. Box 345831
Laboratory Building Unit 222
Dubai Science Park
Al Barsha South 2, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 558 5900 
Fax: +71 4 558 5036   
www.ul.com

Union Pipes Industry
P.O. Box 9650
ICAD-1, Mussafah, Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 550 0102
Fax: +971 2 550 0105
www.upi.ae

Veolia Middle East
P.O. Box 9529, Office 1401-
A, Burj Gate Tower, Sheikh 
Zayed Road, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 328 7776
www.veolia.com/middleeast

Vopak Middle East B.V.
P.O. Box 119448
Office 14 H, 14th Floor, 
Almas Tower, Jumeirah Lake 
Towers, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 440 4600 
Fax: +971 4 447 4608 
www.vopak.com

Wood Mackenzie
P.O. Box 66354
27A, Emirates Tower, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 376 5300
Fax: +971 4 376 5301
www.woodmac.com

Worley
P.O. Box 44169
13th floor, Dhafir Tower, 
Najda St. 

Tel: +971 2 495 1100 
www.worley.com

UNITED KINGDOM 

Agility
Pavilion 7, The Match Works, 
Garston, Liverpool L19 2PH
England 

Tel: +44(0)151 494 5900
Fax: +44(0)151 494 5901
www.agilitylogistics.com

HSBC Bank plc
8 Canada Square,
Postal Code: E14 5HQ
London

Tel: +44 20 7991 8888
Fax: + 44 20 7992 4795
www.hsbcnet.com

ICIS
Quadrant House, 
The Quadrant, Sutton 
SM25AS

Tel: +44 208 652 3345
Fax: +44 208 652 3929
www.icis.com

Platts
20 Canada Square,
E14 5LH, London

Tel: +44 (0) 20 7176 6000
Fax: + 44 (0) 20 7176 6322
www.platts.com

Tecnon Orbichem Ltd
The Lansdowne Building,
2 Lansdowne Road, 
Croydon, Surrey CR9 2ER

Tel: +44 20 7924 3955
Fax: +44 20 7978 5307
www.orbichem.com

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BDP INTERNATIONAL, INC.
510 Walnut Street, 
13th Floor
Philadelphia 19106

Tel: +1(215) 629-8900
Fax: + 1(215) 629-8940
www.bdpinternational.com

Conflucore
4500 Fuller Drive, Suite 120, 
Irving TX  75038

Tel: +1972 281 0106
www.conflucore.com

Exxon Mobil Chemical 
Company 
13501 Katy Freeway
CORP-EMCC-W1-372
Huston, 77079-1398

Tel: +1 281 870 6075
Fax: +1 281 588 4772
www.exxonmobilchemical.com

International Trader 
Publications, Inc.
P.O. Box 687 Tarry Town NY 
10591

Tel: +914 631 6856
Fax: +914 631 6857
www.itpweb.com

McKinsey and Company
55 East 52Nd Street 21St 
Floor, New York 10022

Tel: +1212 446 7000
Fax: +1212 446 8575
www.mckinsey.com

Pilko & Associates
700 Louisiana, Suite 4500, 
Houston, TX 77002

Tel: +713 357 1000
Fax: +713 35 70990
www.pilko.com

PMC Group, Inc
1288 Route 73 South,
Suite 401, Postal Code 
08054, 
Mount Laurel, New Jersey

Tel: +1 856 533 1870
Fax: +1 856 533 1869
www.pmc-group.com

The Catalyst Group Inc.
P.O. Box 680
Spring House,
Pa 19477-0637

Tel: +1 215 628 4447
Fax: +1 215 628 2267
www.catalystgrp.com

Tricon Energy LTD
777 Post Oak Blvd Suite 550
Houston Texas 77082

Tel: +1 713-979-9314
Fax: +1 713 985 6190
www.triconenergy.com
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Vinmar International Ltd.
16825 Northchase Drive, Suite 
1400, Houston, Texas 77060

Tel: +1 281 618 1300
Fax: +1 281 448 4474
www.vinmar.com

W.R. Grace and Co.
7500 Grace Drive Columbia 
MD 21044

Tel: +1 410 531 4000 
Fax: +1 410 531 4496
www.grace.com

GERMANY

Mitsui & Co. Deutschland GmbH
Herzogstrasse 15, 40217 
Düsseldorf, Germany

Tel: +492 219 3860
Fax: +492 11 938 6716
www.mitsui.de

SAUDI ARABIA 

Ministry of Investment
Imam Saud Bin Abdul Aziz, 
Riyadh 12382

Tel: +966 11 203 5777
www.misa.gov.sa

Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP
P.O. Box 52681, Al-Nakhlah 
Tower, 17th Floor, King Fahad 
Road, As Sahafah

Tel: +966 11 279 5400
Fax: +966 11 419 8278
www.nortonrosefulbright.com

TURKEY

AKPA Kimya
Yenibosna Merkez Mah. 
Ladin Sok. No: 36/70 Kat: 12 
Townofis, Istanbul 34197

Tel: +905 35 461 4594
Fax: +902 12 580 5521
www.akpakimya.com

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Emerson FZE
P.O. Box 17033, Jebel Ali Free 
Zone, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 481 18100
Fax: +971 4 886 5465
www.emerson.com

MJ Additive International 
Industry (SENTEC) LLC
P.O Box 62783 , Room 202 
Block B Business Hub ICAD 1 
Mussafah, Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 2 550 3277
Fax: +971 2 550 3278
www.mj-additive.com

Neelam Aqua & Speciality Chem 
FZE
P.O. Box  16084, RAK Free 
Trade Zone, Rash Al Khaimah

Tel: +97150 982 5048
Fax: +971 7 266 0511
www.neelamaqua.com

Precision Group
Street 7,Al Qouz Industrial 
Area 3, Dubai

Tel: +971 4 310 5777
Fax: +971 4 310 5888
www.pdtmc.com

NEW MEMBERS



The Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association (GPCA) represents the downstream hydrocarbon industry 
in the Arabian Gulf. Established in 2006, the association voices the common interests of more than 250 member 
companies from the chemical and allied industries, accounting for over 95% of chemical output in the Gulf region. 
The industry makes up the second largest manufacturing sector in the region, producing over USD 108 billion worth 
of products a year.

The association supports the region’s petrochemical and chemical industry through advocacy, networking and thought 
leadership initiatives that help member companies to connect, to share and advance knowledge, to contribute to 
international dialogue, and to become prime influencers in shaping the future of the global petrochemicals industry.

Committed to providing a regional platform for stakeholders from across the industry, the GPCA manages six working 
committees - Plastics, Supply Chain, Fertilizers, International Trade, Research and Innovation, and Responsible 
Care - and organizes six world-class events each year. The association also publishes an annual report, regular 
newsletters and reports.

For more information, please visit www.gpca.org.ae

Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association (GPCA) 
P.O. Box 123055 
1601, 1602
Vision Tower, Business Bay
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
T +971 4 451 0666
F +971 4 451 0777
Email: info@gpca.org.ae


